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Principal’s Panui 

Tēnā koutou katoa 

We have made it to the end of the term! It has been a 
very busy one with lots of things happening in many 
different spheres. 

On Wednesday we celebrated the learning that our 
students have been doing through Project Based 
Learning. The presentations, both in person and digital 
showed the great learning that our students have been 
part of. There were projects from building Māra Kai 
through to devising and creating webpages for local 
businesses through to creating Hundertwasser-
inspired chess pieces. While the products and 
outcomes of each of these projects is important, the 
most important aspect is the learning and skill 
development that has taken place for our students. 

On Thursday, we acknowledged the achievements of 
our students in a variety of areas in the life of the 
school. It was great to be able to recognise the 
successes that our students have gained in the 
academic, sporting and cultural domains. 

I wish you all a restful and refreshing holiday break. I 
hope you are able to spend some quality time together 
as a whānau and prepare for what will be another busy 
term when we come back. 

Nō reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa 

 

 

 

College Calendar 
 Friday 30 September 
 - Level 1 Art Folio Due 
 - Level 1 Design Folio Due 
 - Last Day of Term 3 
 Monday 17 October – First Day of Term 4 
 Tuesday 18 October – English Speech Comp. 
 Monday 24 October – Labour Day Holiday 
 Friday 28 October  
 - Level 2 Art Folio Due 
 - Level 2 Design Folio Due 
 Friday 4 November 
 - Level 3 Art Folio Due 
 - Level 3 Design Folio Due 
 - Senior Prizegiving 
 Monday 7 November – NCEA Exams Start 

Project Based Learning Showcase 
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“Ka Kata Ngā Pūriri o Taiamai” 

Good news of the week 
Whakarongorua Certificates Term 3 Week 9 

7KT Nikyrah Halcrow - Rangatiratanga - For a 
beautiful performance for Ngā Wheinga a Rāhiri. 
Taiyah Scott - Rangatiratanga - For a beautiful 
performance for Ngā Wheinga a Rāhiri for the Arts 
Showcase. 
7SM Nephi McGregor - Working hard in Science. 
Andrew Jones - Working hard in Science. 
8KP Heaven Lyttle-Kiwara, Jaxon Foley, Caleb 
Myers, Casey Jenkinson and Mia-Rose Ogle for 
completing their "taha wairua'' entries for the Art 
Showcase competition. 
8JD Skylah Williams Tanner for completing her 
"taha wairua'' entry for the Art Showcase 
competition …. and winning the competition! 
Ella Pearson for showing ongoing 
whanaungatanga to her whānau class, and other 
staff. 
9KS Te Rangi Butler and Juztice Kopa - 
Displaying all of our values with outstanding 
performances during the Kapa Haka set on 
Wednesday night. 
9BC Mani Ihaka and Te Waikohu Graham - 
Displaying all of our values with outstanding 
performances during the Kapa Haka set on 
Wednesday night. 
10MD Shannon Chambers and Noah Graham - 
helping with the filming of the Kapa Haka group as 
well as moving the equipment needed. 
11JR Edward Kim - Displaying all of our school 
values in everything that he does especially with 
helping me who is new to the school without 
having to be asked. 
11LR Tatyana Lawrence and Nikau O’Donnell 
Whanaungatanga and Rangatiratanga in helping a 
staff member who was unwell.   
Honeyaaliyah for Performance. 
11JS Tamyrah Ihaka - Putting in the mahi in 
Term 3 where it counts most. 
12AC Lucas Tawhai – Consistency. 
13PW Charlyse Tansey - Co-MC for Art 
Showcase. 
13DF Finlay McEnery-Lane, Devlin Lewis. 

 

Te whetū o te wiki – Pou Herenga Award/s: 

Ngarunui: Tristin McKain, 8KP. 
 

Trades Academy Graduations 

As our Trade Academies start to wind down for 
the year, we have some amazing news to share 
about our ākonga. Last week Kasey Stewart 

graduated her Health Academy L2 course, gaining 
both valuable knowledge toward her chosen pathway, 
and 26 credits towards NCEA. This week Anthony 
Liefting graduated his Cookery Academy L3 course, 
gaining 45 credits and finishing TOP of his class for his 
exceptional attendance and attitude. Pai te mahi!  

Ngā mihi aroha to their North Tec tutors, especially 
Health Academy tutor, Lucie Quantrill and Cookery 
Academy, tutor Tracy Telfer.  

Congratulations to you both, and good luck for your 
undoubtedly bright futures ahead! 

 
Kasey Stewart with her North Tec tutors at her graduation 

 

Anthony Liefting at 
his North Tech 
graduation with tutor, 

Tracey Telfer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Te Tai Tokerau Kī-o-rahi Regionals 

Ōkaihau College’s Kī-o-rahi team participated in the Tai Tokerau Regional Kī-o-rahi competition on Friday the 23 
September at Simson Park, Moerewa. The initial game, between Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Whangaroa and 
Taumārere proved challenging and resulted in a loss. Despite the loss our students started to work together 
during the game and key learnings were gained for both the students and supporting staff. Whaowhia te kete 
mātauranga. 

Their second game, against Kaikohe Christian School, was a very close one, coming away with a Draw. Highlights 
from this game included on point defence from Josh and Hayley, along with superb kicking from Nicole. 

The final game, against Ruawai College, cemented the fact that our students can play well when they gel and 
work together as a team. This saw them come away with a huge win. Highlights from this game included great 
team work to secure numerous quick points, accurate ripping in Te Roto and some fantastic diving to score points. 

The team ended up finishing outside of the top 4 which was disappointing however, ākonga and staff have taken 
a lot of learning from the event and with this knowledge will be targeting a top 4 finish next year. 

Congratulations to Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Kaikohe who won the competition fo llowed by Bay of Islands 
College. 

A huge thank you to KC Maaka, our team's lead coach from Ngāti Hine Health Trust. KC’s expertise throughout 
the year helped us to build the skills and knowledge our students needed for this special tākaro / sport. Thanks 
also to Cody Ott and Gabrielle Titter (Gabby) for their amazing leadership and support, leading the in-school 
training, coaching and general on and off field demeanour - he mihi nui mārika. 

Lastly, a warm thank you to Natasha Flude, Blair Campbell and Kristina Te Whata for helping to organise and 
manage the teams for both senior and junior students this year. Without all of your support we could not have 
been able to achieve what we have to date. We look forward to growing this sport further and taking up the 
challenge again in 2023. 

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa takitini 
I come not with my own strengths,  

but bring with me the gifts, talents and strengths of my family, tribe and ancestors. 

 

  



Te Wiki o te Reo Māori i  
Te Kura Tuarua o Ōkaihau 2022 

12-18 Māhuru 2022 

Ko te reo te mauri o te mana Māori 
The language is the life force of the mana Māori 

Students at Ōkaihau College celebrated Te Wiki o te Reo Māori (12-18 
September) with a number of entertaining activities for both the students 
and staff. 

On Monday, the 12th, a historical overview of The History of te reo Māori was shared with 
all staff by Kristina Te Whata. Within the presentation it outlined some of the key 
underpinning policies and thinking of the day that impacted on the dislocation of te reo 
from many individuals and whānau as well as the key strategies 
employed by many to revitalise te reo Māori. 

That same day, all students and staff were also invited to 
participate in the 3 Day Education Perfect Te Reo Māori 
Challenge. This kicked off with much enthusiasm amongst 
students, evidencing competitive determination to do their very 
best. 

Thereafter, on Tuesday lunchtime, students were welcome to 
participate in a Wero Hinengaro (Māori Quiz Challenge) testing knowledge of key 
kaupapa and reo Māori. 

On Wednesday, a Māori Speaking Only Challenge was laid down, titled ‘Kia kaha te reo  
Māori’. One student, Te Rangi Butler, and one staff member embraced the challenge to only 
speak Māori for the entire day. This challenge proved difficult to some of the listeners. 
However, overall, there was positive feedback and interest. 

On Thursday, the entire school participated in the Haka 

Ngaru Challenge where all three Ngaru (Ngarunui, 

Ngaruroa and Ngarupaewhenua) competed against 

one another with a waiata and haka in front of the entire 

school and a panel of judges. The event proved 

rewarding on a number of levels with te reo resonating with much support, 

laughter and enjoyment. Ngarupaewhenua placed third, Ngarunui second, 

and Ngaruroa first place. He haramai tētahi āhua! 

During that same day students and staff were welcome to purchase Māori Fry Bread Burgers, 
Hampuaka Paraoa Parai, in Te Pātaka a Kataraina which was a hot favourite. Ka nui te reka 
o te kai raka! 

At lunch time, a Kī-o-rahi challenge also took place, where te reo 
Māori was encouraged to be used throughout the game. With our 
future teams, it is envisaged that te reo Māori will become a 
normalised language in the game to further add to their skill base 
and playing tactics for future competitions and the like. 

On Friday, the last school day of the week, students had the option to participate in 
the Kahoot Māori language activity and staff were encouraged to use/learn a few phrases in te 
reo Māori during their weekly shared morning tea. 

Throughout the week students that had been successful in the various events were treated with 
prizes of various kinds, including the recent Whittakers ‘Miraka Kirimi’ chocolate. 

A huge thank you to all those that helped to make the week the 
success it was. At the end of the day, the winners were those 
that welcomed our sacred Māori language and celebrated it with the few 
activities made available. The aim is that Te Wiki o te reo Māori will be 
celebrated each year with a number of differing kaupapa to further strengthen 
and endorse te reo Māori - ‘Kia kaha te reo Māori - so if you have any special 
requests or ideas feel free to see Kristina Te Whata (Head of Learning 
Languages). 

He taonga te reo Māori. Poipoia kia puāwai tonu mō te āke, ake. 
The Māori language is a treasure. Take care of it to ensure it always flourishes. 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/video/41077/ko-te-reo-te-mauri-o-te-mana-maori


Visual and Performing Arts Showcase 
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