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Principal’s Panui

Message from our
Guidance Counsellor

Tena koutou katoa,
Like me, I am sure you have followed with interest
the announcements made by the Prime Minister
about the move to Level 2.
It is reassuring to hear how well our country has
done at minimising the impacts of COVID-19. Alert
Levels 4 and 3 have not been easy and I thank you
for your ongoing support for the work we are doing.
The Prime Minister advised that in Alert Level 2,
schools are safe environments for children, young
people and staff.
When we are open for students again, it is important
to understand that school will not be the same as it
was before the level 4 lockdown. Wellbeing will be
our primary focus and we will be working with our
students to see where they are with their learning
and help them reconnect with us, their friends and
their learning.
There will necessarily be changes to how we are
able to do things. While this can induce some
anxiety, it is also a really exciting time. Our message
remains: we are still here, you are still important to
us, your learning is still important.
Now that we have a better picture of what the rules
of Level 2 look like, we are forming plans to ensure
that all our students and staff are safe when they
return. We will have more details on these next
week once we know the timeline toward which we
are working. It’s important however that not just at
school but at home, safe hygiene habits are
practised by everyone, as this is essential to
minimise the risk that someone gets infected with
Covid-19. We thank you for working on this with
your students at home, it will make it easier for us
when they come back to school.
At Level 2, it is vital that anyone who is sick, stays
at home. Please do not send sick children to school.
If a student starts to display symptoms, you will be
asked to collect your child from school straight
away. This level is still about keeping the risk of
contracting Covid-19 to a minimum.
We are still in Alert Level 3 so it is important that we
do not relax our vigilance and ensure we keep going
to keep ourselves and our whanau safe.
I would like to thank you again for all your support
with our student’s learning, and I recognise that this
has not been an easy time for many. We are all
looking forward to being able to welcome our
students and whanau back into school.
Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui
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Now that we are in Alert Level 3, school is back but
in a very different way. We hope that your family
are settling into these new routines, and that you are
keeping well and safe.
Although school is open, I am obviously not able to
provide support for our students in the usual ways
however if you are concerned about your child’s
mental health then I am still available to speak with
you or them. Phone the school during mornings
(09) 401 9030 or email patricks@okaihaucollege.school.nz to arrange a time for me to phone
you or set up a video call. Through this process I
can also make referrals to external agencies or refer
you to another agency.
Counselling is required by law to remain a
confidential process between the client (student)
and the counsellor. This would only change if I have
a safety concern for the student, in which case I
would speak with the appropriate adult to ensure
that this safety concern was addressed. I always
explain this process to the students I deal with.
Your child may not want to speak with you or me, so
there is a list of other New Zealand-based agencies
below which you or your student can go to for
support:

Child and Adolescent Mental Health
0800 100 643
Netsafe

0508 376 633

Oranga Tamariki

0508 326 459

Youthline

0800 376 633

What’s Up

0800 942 8787

Youth Law

0800 884 529

Kidsline

0800 543 754

Patrick Sharp
Guidance Counsellor
(SWRB NZ – 9802)

Year 7 & 8 Digital Technology
All Year 7 and 8 DGT students are enrolled and can
access the Computer Programming course by going to
tynker.com and logging in with their school account. More
information is on the Distance Learning website.
(See Lachlan Webster’s certificate on the 7AJ page!)

Kei roto i te kihini ō 7AJ
Lawrence helped his mum to
prepare these lovely home cooked
meals for their whanau.

Last weekend Keegan made an impressive lemon
meringue pie, and pancakes, bacon and mushrooms
picked from their paddock for his whanau!

Iso - Baking! Brooke loves
to bake with her mum. Her
latest creation is this
delicious banana cake.

He korero ō te wiki 7AJ
Name 2 things you are most excited to do
when this is over?
Aaliyah - “To see my cousins and my family” “Celebrate
my birthday”
Jaden - “Go fishing for the first time in my life” “Go back
to school”
Rodderick - “Go to the beach” “Go shopping in Auckland”
Regan - “To see my friends” “Go back to school”
Keegan - “Going fishing” “Go back to school”
Lachlan - “Go back to school” “See my friends”
Jaden’s Dad celebrated his birthday this week!

Aaliyah has been practicing her food
tech skills at home. She has made
scrambled eggs and chocolate chip
muffins.

Ka pai 7AJ!

Lachlan Webster has been working very well in Computer
Programming for his online Digital Technology. He is
using the school account at Tynker.com.

And More Student Achievements!
Juztice
Kopa,
7PZ
created beautiful cupcakes
for her whanau.

Earth Guardians
Mrs Paraone’s Year 10 DVC class have a class
competition to develop their designs for “Earth
Guardians”.

She and her Mum also
made these fabulous poi
for Maori Performing Arts.
Miharo!!

Karen Horrobin

And once again Ayesha Neeley, 7PZ has been cooking
up a storm for her whanau – this time it’s home-made
pies!

Whakaaria-Lee Rameka

Oceane de Reuck, 11SB worked hard making spring
rolls and presenting her recipe to Ms Henderson for her
NCEA Level 1 Food Technology work. And her whanau
got to enjoy!

Bohemia Sanders

Music
Music students have been making some awesome music
in Soundtrap (a digital song creation website). This is one
Rueben Goodhew has been working on.

School Donation Scheme
At the end of last year the Board of Trustees made
the decision to join the new government School
Donation Scheme which gave us the opportunity to
receive an extra $150 per student.
Because of this the following items are not charged
for:
•
•
•

Subject fees
Curriculum fees
Curriculum workbooks

Accounts staff are now entering items on student’s
financial records to show items that have been paid
for by the School Donation Scheme. This is a work
in progress and will not show that they have been
paid until later when our programme has been
upgraded. However, any item entered with “SDS
Paid” means parents do not pay for it.

Junior Art Packs
Art packs have arrived and are available for all junior
Art students.
These are for Year 9 and 10 Art students and Year
7 and 8 students who have been doing Art during
Terms 1 and 2. Please note that this is not all Year
7 and 8 students due to option rotations.
Students, parents and whanau are welcome to
come and collect the named packs from the Main
Office between 9.00am and 3.00pm daily.

