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Principal’s Panui 

Tena koutou katoa, 

This morning we acknowledged two people at our 
assembly. Mabel Davis has been appointed as a new 
deputy principal at Okaihau College. The position has 
a focus of ensuring that what we do as a school is built 
on and reflects the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 
Mana Orite is a term that is being used more and more 
these days; it means that there is a balance between 
Te Ao Maori and Te Ao Pakeha. This is a real focus 
for the Ministry of Education at the moment and I am 
proud to say that our journey toward Mana Orite and 
Mauri Ora pre-dates this national push. For our kura 
this looks like elevating the profile of Te Ao Maori for 
our students, as our education system has traditionally 
not placed value in things Maori.  

Whaea Mabel, as the longest serving member of our 
staff is uniquely placed to understand the history of our 
school and how best to integrate Te Ao Maori into how 
we do things at Okaihau College. 

The second person we acknowledged was Kim 
Geddes. Kim has joined our teaching staff in the 
English Department. She has a wide range of 
experience both in New Zealand and overseas. We 
look forward to her bringing the benefit of that 
experience to our tamariki. 

Next Friday, we are hosting a Staff only Day for many 
schools around Tai Tokerau which is focussed on 
employment opportunities that are in our community. 
For many teachers, there is uncertainty about the 
various opportunities available for our tamariki. This 
day showcases many different employers that will talk 
with teachers about what they are looking for in 
employees and the spaces they have. Despite some 
of the negative press about unemployment in 
Northland, there are jobs out there and this day will 
help our teachers and teachers around Northland have 
the best, most up to date information with which to 
advise our students. 

Nau reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa 

Qualifications Achievement 

Congratulations to Ailsa Menefy who has just recently 
qualified with a New Zealand Certificate in Emergency 
Care and First Aid.  Ailsa works here part-time as a 
teacher aide in Rangimarie and has juggled her job 
with the paper-work required to complete the thirty 
week course. To achieve this qualification, students 
participated in both practical and theory lessons, 
including weekends away with the others on the 
course. 

Congratulations Ailsa, this is an awesome 
achievement, and our staff and students are very lucky 
to have you on-board! 

College Calendar 
Wednesday 2 June 
 - Level 2 Geography Trip 
Thursday 3 June 
 -  Cross Country 
Friday 4 June 
 - Staff Only Day – E2E 
Monday 7 June 
 - Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Tuesday 8 June 
 - Year 7 Vision Testing 
Thursday 10 June 
 - Year 7 Social Studies Trip to Pioneer Village 
Monday 14 – 18 June 
 - Pride Week 
Tuesday 15 – 17 June 
 - Barista Course 
Friday 18 June 
 - Whanau Drop In Afternoon 
Monday 21 – 23 June 
 - Learner Licence Course 
Thursday 24 June 
 - Hui a Hapori – Community Meeting 
Friday 25 June 
 - Okaihau’s Got Talent Finals 
Monday 28 June 
 - Science Roadshow 
Monday 28 June – 2 July 
 - Year 13 Careers and Tertiary Trip 
Thursday 1 July 
 - Barista Course Assessment 
Friday 9 July 
 - Last Day of Term 2 

“Ka Kata Ngā Pūriri o Taiamai” 

Good news of the week 
Whakarongonrua Certificates this week went to: 

7KP Dziah Kake 
8PZ Jayden Pattison, Jackie Wingrove 
9MD Marsh Joyce, Sky Byers 
9AM Petra Roper, Byron Menefy 
10KG Tatyana Lawrence, Tyler Fraser 
12SB Cody Ott, Te Kauri O’Donnell 
13BP John Higgins, Brent Brooks-Farmer 
13DP Sophie Groves 

Pou Herenga Acknowledgements 

Ngarunui 12NF Osgar Gilbert 
Ngaruroa 10KG Cyrus Loke 



Pink Shirt Day 

 
Some of the many staff who participated in pink shirt day 
along with the students last Friday, 21 May 2021. 

Northland Careers Roadshow 

Representatives from tertiary, vocational and private 
training providers, employers and government 
departments came to talk to and show our students 
some of the possibilities on offer to them when they 
leave our kura. While some of our visitors were local 
Northlanders, quite a few travelled from outside our 
region to be with us on Thursday this week, including 
a Unimog and an artillery gun along with 
representatives from the Army, Navy and Airforce. 

Students were timetabled to have the opportunity to 
chat to our visitors and obtain information that may be 
useful as they develop ideas about their future careers. 

Okaihau Connection:  
Ex-Okaihau College 
and NorthTec first year 
nursing students Jamie 
Whittaker and Steph 
Brown with tutor, 
Michael McGivern who 
is also from Okaihau. 

 

 

Cross Country 

Thursday, 3 June 2021 

Our inaugural school cross country under the new 
roopu system is being held on Thursday 3 June - Let's 
see who triumphs! 

Roopu points will be awarded for participation plus 
bonus points for wearing roopu colours and placing in 
the first 10 per year level Boys and Girls. Any staff 
completing the run will also earn points. 

All year levels will run 3 laps of the course. 

The programme is as follows:  
Whanauroa and Period 1 normal classes 
Periods 2 & 3 (Start 10.50 am) - Year 9-13 
Periods 4 & 5 (Start 1.20 pm) - Year 7 & 8 

Reminder: Students need to wear suitable shorts and 
tops for running - you may get wet so bring your own 
towel. Whanau are welcome to run/walk or support our 
students. 

Thank you to Ross MacAlister for the use of his farm. 
 

Pūreirei Mentor 

My name is Natalie Small and I am a Ngāi Tahu 
Pūreirei Mentor.  I would like to engage with Ngāi 
Tahu students to offer support in their career 
journey. 

What is Pūreirei? 
A Ngāi Tahu service by whānau for whānau, 
Pūreirei focuses on personalised career support for 
whānau tailored to help at any stage of the career 
journey. Pūreirei will provide you with career advice 
and the tools to feel confident taking the next step 
on your career path. 

How Pūreirei can work for you? 
You will work alongside a mentor who will give you 
personalised support to help you navigate your 
career journey.  We will update you with the latest 
entry-level opportunities available through our iwi-
owned businesses, our commercial business 
partners, or within Ngāi Tahu whānau owned 
businesses. Our focus is to ensure that whānau are 
supported in their working journey and form a 
stronger connection to the iwi. 

For more information, contact me on 020 444 8484 
or email me directly natalie.small@ngaitahu.iwi.nz. 

mailto:natalie.small@ngaitahu.iwi.nz

