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Principal’s Panui 

Tena koutou katoa, 

We were privileged this week to have two sets of 
visiting speakers this week. On Wednesday, Tai 
from “I Am Hope” spoke to our students about 
mental health and looking after each other. This was 
a great message to hear, especially in light of the 
news about Olivia Podmore, one of New Zealand’s 
elite cyclists this week. Tai shared his own story with 
us and gave our students some worthwhile advice 
about being there for our friends. 

Our second group of visitors were three Black 
Ferns. One of which was Arihiana Marino, a former 
student of Okaihau College. They were here as part 
of a programme run by New Zealand Rugby to 
connect with the communities that supported them 
to where they are today. We are honoured that 
Arihiana chose us to come back to. Her 
achievements are proof that you can still achieve 
great things if you come from a small community. 
Arihiana shared some experiences she has had as 
an elite sportsperson and also gifted the school 
some equipment. 

Some of you may have seen the Facebook 
message we posted earlier this week about one of 
our senior students being accosted by a stranger 
last Friday (it is printed in full on this page). It is a 
timely reminder for all of us that although we think 
that areas such as ours are safer than the bigger 
urban areas, there is still danger out there for our 
tamariki. Please ensure that, if your children are out 
and about, they are not by themselves. If you see a 
green Toyota Estima with white scratches on the 
doors acting suspiciously, please call the police on 
111. We want to make sure that our students are 
safe. The Police are actively looking for the vehicle 
involved and would appreciate any help we can give 
them. 

No reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou 
katoa 

College Calendar 
Monday 16 August 
 - NCEA Accord Day – Teacher Only Day 
Wednesday 18 – 20 August 
- Senior Exams 
Monday 23-25 August 
Life Education Trust Programme 
Thursday 26 August 
 - Project Pest Control 
 - Hui-a-Hapori – Community Meeting 
Friday 27 August 
 - Daffodil Day 
 - Year 7 & 8 Disco 

Please Be Aware 

Kia ora koutou,  

We would like our school community to be aware 
that one of our senior students was accosted by a 
stranger who tried to get her into a van on Friday 
afternoon (6 August 2021). The incident occurred 
just past the liquor store on SH1 in Okaihau. She 
was shaken but unhurt and receiving support. As 
soon as we found out, we reported this incident to 
the Police.  

Please be on the lookout for a dirty, green Toyota 
Estima with tinted or blacked out rear windows 
which may be acting suspiciously. Please report any 
sightings to the Police on 111.  

We also ask that you ensure that your children are 
walking in pairs or small groups if possible, if they 
are not travelling on a bus. 

As always, if you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Nga mihi nui. 
Thomas Davison  
Principal 
 

Universities Maori Liaison Visit 

On Monday this week, all our Year 12 and 13 students had the opportunity to listen to representatives from 
the University of Auckland, the University of Otago, Massey University and AUT. Senior students who 
attended this presentation really appreciated the information that they received and related well to our visitors 
who all had connections to our local community and clearly understood the challenges our students face in 
pursuing tertiary opportunities. They learnt about some of the realities of university life and how to navigate 
their way through university courses, accommodation and finances. They felt that they received very "real" 
and easy to understand advice which was most helpful as they look to decide what they may do in the future. 

Many thanks to Hariata Mareroa from AUT, Grace Latimer from Otago University, Aleesha Taua from 
Massey University and Te Amorangi Thomas from the University of Auckland for taking the time to visit us 
and for share their valuable insights. 



Science Summer Camp 

Congratulations to Charlyse Tansey and Aimee 
Lawson who have been accepted into the Science 
Summer Camp at the University of Canterbury 
during the summer holidays!! 

Okaihau College  

Student Representative Election  

for the Board of Trustees 

Nominations are open for the election of ONE 
student representative from Years 9-13 to the Board 
of Trustees. 

A nomination form and a copy of this notice are 
being distributed to all eligible voters on the student 
roll.  If you need more nomination forms, contact the 
Student Centre. 

Nominations close at noon on  

Friday, 20 August 2021 

Voting roll - The voting roll is held at the Student 
Centre and can be viewed during interval, 
lunchtime, before and after school during normal 
Student Centre hours. 

Candidate Statement - If you are a candidate, you 
are invited to submit an optional statement (up to 
400 words) and photo. Make sure your statement is 
received by noon on Friday, 20 August 2021 so that 
it can be sent to voters with the voting papers. The 
returning officer may remove or edit any part of the 
candidate’s statement if it exceeds 400 words or is 
offensive or defamatory. 

List of candidates - There will also be a list of 
candidates’ names kept at the Student Centre up 
until election day.  

Voting papers will be issued AFTER  
nominations close if more than one candidate  

is standing for election. 

Voting closes at 4pm on  

Wednesday, 22 September 2021. 

Scrutineers - A candidate may nominate a person 
to sit with the returning officer during the vote count 
to make sure it is done correctly. Please advise the 
returning officer in writing of your scrutineer’s name 
and contact details before election day. Candidates 
cannot be scrutineers. 

Signed 
E Crawford 
Returning Officer 

8ML Harakeke Weaving 

During Whanauroa this week students in 8ML used 
harakeke to weave different items. We watched 
some tutorial videos and followed the steps to 
weave different items. Some of the students were 
‘experts’ and showed others how to weave flowers 
and fish - even their teacher. We are proud of 
beautifully woven flowers and fish that are displayed 
in our room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Okaihau College 2021 Open Day 

Wednesday 15 September 2021 

11.00 am – 12.30 pm and 5.30 pm – 6.30 pm 

Prospective students and their parents / caregivers 
are invited to attend our Open Day.  Each session 
begins with a welcome in the school marae after 
which our junior students will give tours of the 
school. 

If you are unable to attend the Open Day, or have 
any enquiries about enrolments, contact the main 
office on (09) 401 9030. 

Okaihau College, 58 Settlers Way, RD1, Okaihau 
0475 Phone (09) 401 9030 

Email tarar@okaihau-college.school.nz 



Yacht Trip on Lion NZ 
Day 1: Everyone met up at Okaihau College before 
traveling to Opua wharf. The crew members 
introduced themselves before we made our way to 
Russell. We all got off and walked around before 
hopping back onto the Lion. Later on the crew 
taught us how to sail. 

We all got split up into groups, each group doing 
something very important. One group was hoisting 
the sails, another group was on grinders and the last 
group was on navigation. As one big team we sailed 
all the way to Parekura Bay before anchoring down 
for the night. 

Day 2: We woke up to a sloppy morning. It was cold 
and rainy, Jayme and James (the crew) were up 
making breakfast already alongside some of the 
students. After breakfast we split into our groups 
and cleaned the exterior, interior and galley 
(kitchen). After cleaning we hopped into some wet 
weather gear and made the long trip to 
Whangamumu, estimated time three hours, and 
that's when the harsh weather hit. Big swells 
crashed against the boat, and we had 46 knots wind 
speed (85 kilometres). It was a very rough but fun 
journey to our destination, during this lunch was 
being served- cookies, chips alongside some fruit 
snacks, crackers, and dip. 

We were about 30 minutes away from 
Whangamumu and then it started raining, so we 
came to a halt.  Whangamumu was in sight, we 
anchored up, went for a swim and then traveled 
ashore. We went for a little hike then stayed on the 
beach. 

Day 3: We woke to music playing from the 
speakers, then we all went for a swim. It was a scary 
ride back with all the rain and rough waves. We 
started off with sunshine though, but to get home we 
had to go through dark clouds and rough waves with 
some rain. After coming out of the rough weather we 
made it to the sun.  We swam to an island 200 
metres away, then swam back and had a snack, 
then we headed back to Opua. 

By Charles & Katie, 9MD 

 

Quotes from 9MD students: 

Noah: It was the first time I went on the yacht and it 
was a good experience. I also enjoyed seeing a seal 
before we left Opua. When we were coming back 
we went through a hail storm and sailed through 46 
knots of wind. 

Shannon: The fun part was being the skipper. 
Steering was kind of hard, Amazing trip though, I 
want to go for the five days. The only con was going 
to the toilet. It was gross. I also found quartz on the 
island. Swimming to the last island we went to was 
fun and the oysters on the island were nice, no 
pollution in it to eat so it wasn’t tainted or gross. 

Katie: The best part of the trip was probably just 
sailing to different places and going to beaches to 
look around. Altogether we travelled to a lot of 
places. In the mornings we had to go for a swim at 
7:00, the water was freezing! At one point the wind 
was up to 46 knots (85km) with 3 metre swells. 
Overall, it was a really good and fun experience, the 
crew were really nice and I enjoyed all of the 
activities. 

Bradley: It was wet and rainy on some of the days. 
We did a lot of grinding on the last day. It was sunny 
until we had to go through some rough weather in 
order to get back to Opua. For dinner we had 
nachos and we had curry chicken with rice. 

Luke: On the first day we went to Russell and it was 
calm then other days the wind was gusting up to 46 
knots. 

Ashton: I have never been on a sailing yacht before. 
The weather was wet, cold and windy. They gave 
wet weather gear that kept me dry. The toilets had 
to be pumped out after use. I didn’t like them! 

 

 

 

  



OKAIHAU COLLEGE 2022 ENROLMENT INFORMATION 
The board invites applications from parents and caregivers who wish to enrol their student at 

Okaihau College next year. 

Enrolment at the school is governed by an enrolment scheme, details of which are available from the Main 

Office.  Pre-Enrolment Forms have been distributed to local primary schools and are also available from the 

Main Office.   

The deadline for receipt of applications for out of zone places is Wednesday 22 September 2021.  Parents 

of students who live within the home zone should also apply by this date to assist the school to plan 

appropriately for next year. Students who live in the home zone are entitled to enrol at the school. The school 

has determined the number of places likely to be available for out of zone students next year.  This is 

approximately: 

• 20 places at Year 7 

• 10 places at Year 8 

• 9 places at Year 9 

• 0 places at Year 10 

• 10 places at Year 11 

• 10 places at Year 12  

• 10 places at Year 13 

The exact number of places will depend on the number of applications received from students who live within 

the school’s home zone. The school operates an approved special programme for students with special 

needs and expects that there will be zero places available in the programme for out of zone students next 

year.  

Applications from out of zone students will be processed in the following order of priority: 

First priority  will be given to students who have been accepted for enrolment in an approved 
special programme. 

Second priority  will be given to applicants who are siblings of current students. 
Third priority   will be given to applicants who are siblings of former students. 
Fourth priority  will be given to applicants who are children of former students of the school. 
Fifth priority will be given to applicants who are children of board employees or a child of a 

member of the board of the school. 
Sixth priority   will be given to all other applicants. 

If the number of out-of-zone applications exceed the number of places available, students will be selected 

by ballot (except in the case of special programmes where the criteria in the enrolment scheme apply). If a 

ballot is required, it will be held on Wednesday 20 October 2021.  Parents will be informed in writing of the 

outcome of the ballot within three working days of the ballot being held. 

“Ka Kata Ngā Pūriri o Taiamai” 
Good news of the week 

Whakarongorua Certificates Week 2 went to: 
7JD Joe Thomas and Hannah Gubb 

8ML Brooklyn Haare, Nikau Apiata-Henry 

9MD 9MD Sailors – Charles Mahia, Ben Quarrie, 
Luke Soady, Ashton Paraone, Katie Graham, Noah 
Graham, Bradley Waterhouse, Shannon Chambers. 
9DA Samantha Beeching 

11LF Jordan Tautari 
11KK Karen Horrobin 

12NF Meite Taulangau 
12DF Te Kaapua Cooper-Rapaea 

13PW Mr Wouldhe 

Te whetu o te wiki – Pou Herenga Award: 

Ngaruroa 7JD Ella Pearson-Nicholls 

NCEA Accord Day 

Monday 16 August 2021 
School Closed 

The Ministry of Education have changed the Tai 
Tokerau NCEA Accord Day proposed for Tuesday 3 
August 2021. It is now on Monday 16 August 2021. 
Please note that the school will be closed for 
instruction on this day. 

 


