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Principal’s Panui 

Tena koutou katoa, 

This latest episode of Covid-19 in Tai Tokerau has meant 
that many more things have been disrupted this term. 
Unfortunately, all Northland and indeed national 
secondary school sport has been cancelled for Term 4 to 
reduce the risk for our Tai Tokerau communities. You will 
have seen that we have had to cancel our School Ball 
which was due to happen this weekend, and we are 
having to work through what our prize giving will look like 
in the current Covid environment. I know that there will be 
a myriad of other disruptions to “normal” life as a 
consequence of the latest outbreak. 

One of the things that will help us find some semblance 
of normality as quickly as possible is vaccination. I know 
that there is a lot of information out there which comes 
from different points of view regarding vaccination and 
particularly the compulsory nature of it for some workers.  

However, there is also a considerable amount of 
misinformation, particularly on social media, about the 
vaccines and about Covid-19 in our community. Please 
refer to the Northland DHB information below to get your 
information about Covid-19 in our community. The reality 
is that our vaccination rates are one of the lowest in the 
country and we will not be able to do many things in the 
coming months if that continues. I acknowledge that there 
are many reasons why people are reluctant to get 
vaccinated, but if you haven’t already, please consider 
getting vaccinated to keep yourself and the community 
safe. I know that Iwi Health Services and other iwi-based 
organisations are actively involved in promoting 
vaccinations for whanau and they are easily accessible. 

Congratulations to our students who participated in the 
Pest Control course. It is always great as a school to get 
positive feedback from outside groups who work with our 
students. It is also great to be assured that our students 
are great ambassadors for Okaihau and our wider 
community. 

No reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa 

 

 
Project Pest Control prize recipients with their tutors➢➢ 

Masks on Buses 

Kia ora koutou,  

At Okaihau College we want all our students to be as safe 
as they can be. It has come to our attention that a number 
of students are not wearing masks on the school buses. 
This is a mandatory requirement for all students aged 12 
or over to help reduce the spread of covid 19.  

The Public Health Order requires that students aged 12 
or over must wear a face covering on school transport 
services under all Alert levels. This took effect from 
11.59pm, 22 October 2021.  

The Public Health Order says that providing the face 
covering is the responsibility of individuals and 
caregivers; however, we will provide masks for every 
student getting on the buses after school today.  

From Monday students who are not wearing masks will 
not be able to get on the buses to go home and we will 
contact family and whānau to come and collect them. We 
will also contact you in support of the bus drivers if your 
student is not wearing their masks on the way to school. 

Please support us in keeping everybody safe by ensuring 
your student has a mask for the journey to and from 
school. If you have any questions, please contact me 
through the Main Office. 

Nga mihi, 
Sarah Morgan  
Acting Deputy Principal / Bus Controller 

 

 

 

 

Project Pest Control 

On Wednesday this week we had 14 students take part 
in the Project Pest Control Assessment Workshop which 
was run by the Northland Regional Council in conjunction 
with CanTrain, a private training provider. As expected, 
our students represented themselves, their whānau and 
our kura brilliantly. Their behaviour, enthusiasm and 
helpfulness was much appreciated by everyone on site 
today.  

At the end of the day, the tutors gave out prizes to those 
students they genuinely felt were deserving of 
recognition, given their level of participation. engagement 
and effort in the planned activities. Students who 
received prizes were Nathan Cook, Max Thomas, Kerry 
Kim and Kowhai Harris.  

As well as participating in practical tasks our students had 
to complete quite a lot of theory. We are all "crossing our 
fingers and toes" that after the moderation process they 
can achieve quite a few credits that can assist them in 
achieving Level 2 or 3 NCEA. 
 



Letter  Received from Northland District Health Board 
26 October, 2021 
Kia ora koutou, 

There are currently seven confirmed COVID-19 cases in 
Northland some of whom resided in the Hokianga 

area. All cases are household contacts of one whānau, 
and the people have been in self-isolation in their 
homes. 

The people have been following public health guidelines. 
They are in self isolation in their homes and have been 
for a number of days. There are no further locations of 
interest or exposure events identified in the last 24 
hours. 

Cases and their whānau are being supported on a daily 
basis by public health and other providers to ensure 

that their welfare needs are met whilst staying at home. 

For this reason, as far as the Public Health team knows, 
the outbreak is currently contained in Northland. There 
are other household members who may become cases 
over the next days. 

Northland has no other cases today, and remains in Alert 
level 2. 

Why are we not in Alert Level 3 given there are seven 
COVID-19 cases in Northland? 

Public Health is managed in a considered way using strict 
protocols and includes regular assessments of the 

level of risk associated with a COVID-19 case. 

In this instance, the contact tracing has been exemplary, 
as has the cooperation of the people involved. In 
addition, everyone has used the tools available to them 
to track where they have been and when they were 

there. 

There are several Locations of Interest in Northland, 
including Kaikohe, Rawene, Mangamuka, Kaihu and 

Kaitaia. 

Anyone who visited these locations of interest at the 
specified times is asked to monitor their symptoms for 

14 days, and if any develop, get tested and stay at home 
until a negative test result is received and they 

have been symptom-free for 24 hours. 

We would like to remind people that, as standard 
protocol, locations of interest are deep cleaned to 
ensure there is no ongoing risk of transmission from the 
premise. 

As an additional precaution, we also recommend that 
everyone wears face coverings in public areas, 

washes their hands regularly, regularly uses the NZ 
COVID Tracer app to keep track of everywhere they go, 

and get vaccinated if they haven’t already. 

How can I take some control back of my health and 
wellbeing? 

We know that when we are considering making 
important decisions, we must first be at peace to 

consider all of the information. Immunisation against 
COVID-19 is an important decision. 

We promote vaccination for all as a choice, and it is one 
way to protect our whānau and whakapapa. 

Messages around handwashing, staying home when 
unwell, getting a COVID-19 test if you have symptoms, 
keeping track of where you have been with the NZ 
COVID-19 Tracer app or diary/photos, and coughing into 
your elbow are practices that will help ensure we are 
protecting ourselves from COVID-19. 

These everyday practices help nurture well-being and 
protect our whānau from the spread of not only COVID-
19 but also other viruses such as the flu. 

Where do we get trusted information from? 

We strongly encourage you to source information from 
a trusted source and ask others to do the same. 
Unless social media platforms such as Facebook and 
Instagram are managed by a health authority, it is not 
considered a trusted source. Here are three New 
Zealand websites you can access for trusted 
information. 

• Northland related COVID-19 information – 
www.northlanddhb.org.nz  

• Locations of Interest – Ministry of Health 

• COVID-19 Protection Framework – Unite against 
COVID-19 

We have produced a series of COVID-19 vaccine 
educational videos with Northland doctors that we 
highly recommend you watch. The videos cover 
misinformation, how the vaccine was made and how 
the vaccine works. Go to this link to watch the five 
videos. You can share the videos on your channels from 
this You Tube page. 
We urge whānau to get vaccinated. There are COVID-19 
vaccination clinics every day throughout Northland. 
Go to the district health board website or HealthPoint 
for more information. 

 
 
 

College Calendar 
Wednesday  3 November 
 - Defence Force Recruting Visit 
Wednesday 17 November 
 - Year 6 Transition Day 1 of 2 
Monday 22 November 
 - NCEA Exams Start 
Wednesday 24 November 
 - Year 6 Transition 2 of 2 

 

http://www.northlanddhb.org.nz/
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/contact-tracing-covid-19/covid-19-contact-tracing-locations-interest
https://covid19.govt.nz/
https://covid19.govt.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I52DitiuREY&list=PLZWoPsJDpw_UDr3-2k0NGJ1E4Ajjtrq1A
https://www.youtube.com/user/NorthlandDHB/videos
https://www.northlanddhb.org.nz/home/covid-19/covid-19-northland-hub/vaccine-programme-information/
https://www.northlanddhb.org.nz/home/covid-19/covid-19-northland-hub/vaccine-programme-information/
https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/covid-19-vaccination/northland/

