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Principal’s Panui 
Tena koutou katoa, 

As the schools around us are starting to see the impact of Covid in the community, I want to share with you the 
plans we have in place to deal with the possible absences of teaching staff. We will do our best to keep the school 
open to as many students as possible while still looking after our teaching staff. There are ways that you can help 
us with that, the foremost of which is to ensure that your children are wearing masks to school and on the buses. 
This reduces the possibility that they will be classed as a close contact in the event of a positive case at school 
or on the bus and also reduces the need for them to self-isolate. Our staff are also wearing masks for the same 
reasons. 

If we do have staff away for an extended time because they or one of their whanau members have to isolate, this 
is the 4-phase plan we have:  All numbers are dependent on exactly which staff are affected, how many classes 
they teach and how many relievers are available at any given time. There may be times where we could have 
more staff away and still have business as usual, depending on which staff are away. 

Phase 1: 1-6 teachers absent - relievers and internal cover 

Once able, teachers to work from home providing lessons on google classrooms - remote delivery with 
supervision from another adult a possibility 

Phase 2: 6 -12 teachers absent - Rolling year levels as below. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

7, 8, 9, 11, 12 @ 
school 
10, 13 @ home 

7, 8, 9, 11, 12 @ 
school 
10, 13 @home 

7, 8, 9,@ school 
10-13 @ home 

7, 8, 9, 10, 13 @ 
school 
11 12 @ home 

7, 8, 9, 10, 13 @ 
school 
11, 12 @ home 

Phase 3: 12-20 teachers absent - 7s, 8s, and 9s only. Rest distance learning 

Phase 4: 20+ teachers absent - essential workers’ children only. Rest distance learning 

I hope this gives you some clarity about what is likely to happen if we get into the unfortunate situation of having 
large numbers of staff absent due to the outbreak. As you can see, we expect to have our junior students at 
school most of the time as they can not be at home unsupervised. 

Please bear with us as we navigate this time…there will be cases where we may not be able to notify our 
community until as late as 8.00pm or 9.00pm in the evening as events can develop quickly. Please keep an eye 
on our Facebook page as that is the quickest way to get information to the majority of our community. We will 
also try to email and text, but this is considerably more difficult if we are operating in the evenings. 

Thank you for all your support as we try to find our way through this difficult time. We will try to provide as much 
stability as we can for our students. 

Thank you also for your support with the Mobile Phone Ban. Feedback from our teachers is that classes have 
settled much faster and our learners are more focussed in classes than before. It certainly seems to be making a 
positive difference to teaching and learning at our kura. 

No reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa 

School Cleaner Vacancy 

Okaihau College is looking for a cleaner to work part-
time. The hours of work are Mondays to Fridays from 
3.00pm to 6.15pm, term time only. Applications close 
Friday 4 March 2022. 

Please note that a condition of employment is full 
Covid-19 vaccination. This is following the current 
Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education guidelines 
for schools. 

If you would like further details or an application pack, 
please contact Principal’s PA, Mrs Jenny Couchman 
on (09) 401 9030 or email admin@okaihau-

college.school.nz. 

Year 9 Vision and Hearing Testing 
Northland DHB Vision/Hearing Technicians will be 
visiting us on Wednesday 9 March to test all Year 9 
students.  This is one of the regular health checks 
available to students.  They will issue a result letter for 
each student to take home. 

Uniform Items 

If any of our whanau have unwanted / unused / grown-
out-of uniform items at home, we would appreciate any 
donations to the school.  Second-hand uniform are 
washed and passed on to students in incorrect 
uniform, or those who are not able to supply the items 
themselves. Second-hand uniform can be dropped off 
at the Student Centre or Main Office.  
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Project Based Learning 

We are excited to announce a change to our timetable 
for 2022 to include a formalised Project Based 
Learning opportunity for all students. This project 
based learning time replaces electives which, after 
community consultation and student voice, we found 
to be lacking structure and therefore not delivering our 
best value for the students.  

Project Based Learning is a modern method of 
teaching and learning which has become more and 
more common across New Zealand over the past 20 
years. Project Based Learning puts students in the 
driver's seat for their learning; challenging them to 
solve a large scale problem in a real world context. 
Rather than having the teacher dictate the terms of the 
project, the teacher poses a difficult problem and then 
facilitates the students to organise into groups and 
help them on their journey to solving the problem 
themselves. Our focus for Term 1 is to solve an issue 
facing our kura. Some of the themes that students 
have already started focusing on are how we can be a 
more sustainable school, how we can better display 
our culture and how we might design and maintain 
community gardens. In each case, the students work 
to develop a plan of action and, hopefully, produce an 
outcome in the real world if there is time.  

The learning in Project Based Learning is in 
challenging the students to manage problems which 
are not simply answered and require students to work 
trial a range of approaches in finding a solution. These 
situations require students to work in groups, fostering 
collaboration and communication skills. While working 
through these problems they learn about teamwork, 
think critically about their problem and use their 
creativity. By challenging students to take ownership 
of all aspects of their problem, students are put in a 
position which is closer to the real world working 
environment where we are often faced with tasks with 
no simple answer that require us to work with others 
and think outside the box. 

The hope is that with this more structured learning time 
students will begin to develop some of these 21st 
century work skills that will help them manage 
themselves, build resilience, think critically and 
experience the satisfaction of solving a large scale 
problem. In Terms 2 and 3, once students have 
completed their small taster project this term, we will 
challenge the students to take on a project which adds 
value to our communities. Our aim with our big themes 
is to instill a community spirit with our students and 
show them that doing good for the benefit of others can 
be very rewarding. 

If you have any further questions about project based 
learning please feel free to contact me and I will be 
more than willing to have a conversation with you 
about this program. 

 

Ngā mihi, 

Mr Cameron Flude 
Deputy Principal  

 

College Calendar 
 Friday 25 February – L3 Geo Trip 
 – PPTA PUM 1-3pm 
 Wednesday 2 March – Class Photos 
 Wednesday 9 March  
 – Year 9 Vision and Hearing Testing 
 Friday 18 March – Athletics Day 
 Tuesday 12 – 13 April – Te Tai Tokerau Festival 
 Thursday 14 April – Swimming Sports 

SPORTS 

Senior Volleyball: We have had an overwhelming 
amount of interest in Volleyball which is fantastic to 
see. Miss Munford-Stokes will be running training 
sessions and organising teams next week so keep an 
eye out in the daily school notices to see when and 
where these will take place. The NSSSA Girls and 
Boys events will take place on the 15th and 17th 
March, respectively. Permission slips and letters will 
be sent home on Friday. 

Rugby 7s: Unfortunately, due to half the team not 
getting their relevant forms in on time both the girls and 
boys teams have had to be pulled from the upcoming 
NSSSA competition. Thank you to the students who 
did get their forms in on time and we are very sorry the 
teams could not go ahead for you. Please let this be a 
reminder to all teams to get your forms and proof of 
vaccination in by the deadlines.  

Ki O Rahi: Apologies, but the NSSSA and the 

National Ki O Rahi tournament in Rotorua has been 
cancelled therefore we will pick training up again later 
on in the year. 

Swimming Athletics: Preparations are taking 
place in our PE classes and the skill levels are greatly 
improving. This is a very promising start to getting 
some awesome results and possible records broken at 
our Athletics Day on the 18th March and our Swim 
Sports on the 14th April.  

Kia mau ki nga mahi pai  

Kapa Haka -Nga Wheinga a Rahiri 

First Hui of the Year 

We are holding our first hui of the year for the 
parents, caregivers and whanau of our kapa hapa 
tamariki. The hui will be held in Whakarongorua 
Marae at 5.30pm on Tuesday 1 March 2022. 

All parents, caregivers and whanau are welcome to 
attend, however due to current Covid-19 
restrictions, we cannot have students there as well.  

Please remember to bring and wear your mask, and 
scan in at the entrance. 

Nau mai, haere mai. 

Ann Marie Moon 
Kaiako 


