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Principal’s Panui 
Tena koutou katoa 

As we head into what is meant to be the peak of the current Omicron outbreak over the next few weeks, I 
want to thank you all for the support and understanding you’ve shown us as we have had to move to rostering 
home different year levels. It is not a step we took lightly but one that was necessary given the amount of 
pressure being put on our teachers to fill the gaps left by absent colleagues. We want to get back to “normal” 
as soon as possible. 

The new phase 3 “rules” are quite different from what was expected previously. Below is a diagram that 
explains it clearly. The only people who need to self-isolate are those who either have had a positive Covid 
test or those who are living in the same household as someone who is Covid positive. The isolation period 
is 10 days. If you do not fall into this category, then you can be out and about but as soon as you feel unwell 
you need to get tested. 

You may have heard that sport will soon be opening up to students who are yet to be vaccinated. Minister 
Hipkins made this announcement last week and this is great for our students. At this point, we have no 
information from the Ministry as to when or how this will happen. As soon as we get the information, we will 
make sure you know about the new expectations. Please be aware that as we are still in Red, the gathering 
numbers of 100 will still apply to any sports events. 

I also want to spend a little time unpacking our school values. Whanaungatanga, Rangatiratanga, and Taha 
Wairua. 

Whanaungatanga is a fundamental part of what we want to be about at Okaihau College. In its most basic 
form, whanaungatanga is about building connections and looking out for others more than yourself. 
However, it is also about encouraging our students to realise that they are part of something bigger than 
themselves. Whanaungatanga is essential to foster a sense of belonging. We have a collective responsibility 
to the wider school and ultimately our hapori / community. If one succeeds, we all succeed, if one engages 
in negative behaviour, it also reflects on all of us.  

Rangatiratanga is about independence within the interdependent collective. It is about being able to control 
the controllable and take responsibility for one’s own actions. Rangatiratanga is about personal excellence 
- setting high standards for ourselves while respecting and supporting the roles of others. Rangatiratanga is 
ensuring that our behaviour benefits ourselves and those around us. It is taking personal responsibility for 
our successes and failures, and not relying on others to do the work for us. 

Taha Wairua focuses on all aspects of wellbeing. We are not able to function effectively in any environment 
if we are not balanced and “well” - physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. Taha Wairua is not 
confined to religion, it includes ensuring that we are in a state that is conducive to learning and relating 
positively to others in our environment. There is no right or wrong way to experience wairua but it is essential 
to our mental wellbeing. 

I hope that everyone associated with our kura can see that these values are universal and things that we 
want our young people to reflect and live during their time at school and beyond. 

No reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa 

 

College Calendar 
 Wednesday 9 March  
 – Year 9 Vision and Hearing Testing 

 Friday 18 March – Athletics Day 
 Tuesday 12 – 13 April – Te Tai Tokerau Festival 

 Thursday 14 April – Swimming Sports 
 - Last Day of Term 1 
 Monday 2 May  - First Day of Term 2 

Year 9 Vision and Hearing Testing 

Northland DHB Vision/Hearing Technicians will be 
visiting us on Wednesday 9 March to test vision and 
hearing for all Year 9 students.  This is one of the 
regular health checks available to students.  They 
will issue a result letter for each student to take 
home. 

  



Level 3 Geography Research: Sustainable Tourism Practices 
Last Friday the Level 3 Geography class went on a field trip to 
research sustainable tourism practices at Manea, Opononi. The 
students research aim is to compare Manea and the Waitangi 
Treaty Grounds in terms of environmental and socio-cultural 
sustainability. The students had a wonderful 4D tourist experience 
that was truly world class and a fascinating talk with Max Lloyd 
about the sustainable systems and practices in action at Manea. 
The class would like to thank Manea for hosting them. They are now 
planning their trip to the Waitangi Treaty Grounds. 

SPORTS 

Athletics Day is just two weeks away! Keep up the great 
work in your PE classes. Any seniors who are keen to help run a 
station please see Mr Atkins or flick an email to paula@okaihau-
college.school.nz to get more details. 

Due to time restraints, we will be holding our long-distance track 
events next week during lunchtime. Students who wish to 
compete in the 400m, 800m and/or 1500m track events need to 
meet the PE teachers on the field after shared kai. 

 
• 400m on Tuesday 8th March 

• 800m on Wednesday 9th March 

• 1500m on Thursday 10th March 

Training Sessions: Just a 
friendly reminder to students to 
regularly check your school emails 
and the Daily Notices to stay in the 
loop with your coach and upcoming 
training sessions. 

As many may have heard, last 
week Minister Chris Hipkins made the 
announcement about school sport 
participation and vaccine status no 
longer stopping rangatahi from 
participating. At this stage we have no 
further information on timeline, 
guidelines and roll out of this, therefore 
all NSSSA events will still be running 
as previously planned with vaccine 
passes required at events. 

 Follow our 'Okaihau College PE 
and Sport Department' Facebook 
page to keep up to date with our 
sports. This will have all your sporting 
results, training sessions and updates 
on game days etc. 
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