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Principal’s Panui 
Tena koutou katoa, 

As the end of the term draws near, it is important for 
our students to be still focused on their learning, 
particularly considering the interruptions that Covid 
has brought. You will have read last week, many of 
our seniors are already excelling in their NCEA 
assessments which is great to see. It is just as 
important for our junior students to be focussed to 
get the most out of their time in class before the 
holidays. 

In our staff meetings, we have been collaborating on 
the various project based learning undertakings and 
planning for next term when the students will have a 
little more freedom about what they will do. It has 
been great to hear the amount of learning that has 
been happening as our students come face to face 
with the challenges of turning an idea into a reality. 
I am looking forward to seeing what amazing things 
are produced next term. 

I want to thank all our whanau for your support with 
our new phone policy. Feedback from staff is that 
the start of the year has been more settled with 
students more focused on their learning. Some of 
our senior students have expressed that they are 
able to be more focused in class having not realised 
how much time they wasted checking their phones 
during the day. Our Head of Guidance Counselling 
has also commented that there are less relationship 
issues to deal with that have been caused by 
negative cyber behaviour this term. 

Despite this, I want to highlight that we have had 
some cyber bullying in the form of Instagram pages 
over the last few weeks that we have been dealing 
with. These are pages set up to be platforms for 
students to anonymously post negative comments 
about others in the school community. While the 
behaviour is happening outside of school, this has 
caused negative behaviour at school as a 
consequence of some of the abusive posts. While 
not everyone is responsible for making comments 
on the pages, there are a number of students who, 
by their presence on the pages, are condoning 
some abusive and at times, threatening online 
activity. Please make sure you are monitoring your 
child’s online activity and talking to them about the 
dangers and possible harm that can be caused by 
negative online behaviour. We really appreciate 
your support with this to keep negative incidents as 
a result of online abuse to a minimum. 

No reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou 
katoa 
 

 

College Calendar 
 Tuesday 5 April - Vision and Hearing Testing 
 Thursday 14 April - Athletics Day 
   - Last Day of Term 1 
 Monday 2 May   - First Day of Term 2 

Year 9 Health Assessments 

Okaihau College is pleased to support a positive 
health initiative that provides an opportunity for all 
students in Year 9 to receive health screening and 
an assessment by a Specialty Clinical Nurse - 
Youth. 

The aim of the assessment is to identify any health 
needs that students may have, so that we can 
support them and their families in accessing health 
services. This will help to ensure that students are 
in class ready and able to learn. The Youth Nurse 
will meet with each student and discuss their health 
and wellbeing. 

A detailed letter from the Youth Nurse has been 
emailed to Year 9 parents and sent home with 
students if their parents/caregivers have no email 
address. If you have any questions about the 
assessment please contact our School Youth 
Nurse,  
Ruby Culley, on 021 573 974 or 
Ruby.culley@northlanddhb.org.nz   

Vision and Hearing Testing 

Vision and Hearing Technicians from Northland 
DHB will be visiting again on Tuesday 5 April to 
catch up with Year 9 and Year 7 students who were 
not seen on their first visit. 

Year 9s will have vision and hearing tests and Year 
7s will have vision tests.  Each student is given a 
results sheet to take home. 

Emailing the Breeze 

In future we will be sending the school newsletter 
out by email to all parents/caregivers who have an 
email address registered with the college.  This will 
save a lot of unnecessary printing and paper.  Paper 
copies will still be given to students with no 
parent/caregiver email address and it will be added 
to our Facebook page. 

mailto:Ruby.culley@northlanddhb.org.nz


Agriculture Project 

On Friday 25 March 2022 our NCEA Level 1 
Agricultural students, ‘kicked off’ work on the raised 
garden beds at school as part of the new curriculum. 
Students demolished the unused concrete slab near 
the math block, this was then followed by the 
construction of the bed garden frames. Soil will then 
be added into the garden frames for the foundation 
of growing plants. 

Mr. Woodward has been instrumental in this new 
curriculum at Okaihau College and students 
continue to learn more about our environment. 

Reporter: Rangimarie Croft, L1Ag class 

“Ka Kata Ngā Pūriri o Taiamai” 

Good news of the week 
Whakarongorua Certificates Term 1 Week 8 

7KT: Flynn Adams - Trying his very best in te reo 
Māori classes 
Cheverolet Waiomio - Excellent effort and 
continual enthusiasm in te reo Māori classes 

7SM: Levi Sutherland - consistent hard work in 
Music 
Sonny Coe - Showing leadership in P.E 

7DP: Terina Pihema - rangatiratanga and 
whanaungatanga 
Courage Leef - rangatiratanga and 
whanaungatanga 

8JD: Maximus Miers - for showing 
Rangatiratanga by helping with the computer 
presentations at assembly.  
Ella Pearson-Nicholls - for showing rangatiratanga 
by participating and persevering even when she 
finds some things hard 

8CP: Aurora Quayle - achievement and effort in 
Maths 
Izzy Mulcahy - excellent results in Science 

9ML: Aaliyah Maclennan- positive attitude and 
making great progress 
Lucy Naera - rangatiratanga and positivity 

9KS: Azalea Wood-Whiu and Isaac Alderton - 
both for excellent attendance to date 

12KK: Hunter Hewson - highest number of values 
recognitions in KAMAR for our whanau class! Ka 
pai for consistently showing Rangatiratanga, Taha 
Wairua and Whanaungatanga in your daily school 
life. 

Te whetu o te wiki – Pou Herenga Award: 

Ngarunui Jada Adams, 12LF - Doing everything 
right and amazing work in DVC. 

Ngarupaewhenua Rewina Stockman-Bates, 8CP -
Ataahua mahi - beautiful book work - such a 
pleasure to read! 
Ngaruroa Honey Strachan, 11LR - for showing 
rangatiranga by willingly participating. 

  



 Pickleball 

On Wednesday we had nine students from L1HPE 
class attend a trip to the Kerikeri Tennis Club where 
they learnt the sport Pickleball. Everyone looked to 
be having a lot of fun and got their heart rates up 
under the hot sun. It really is a sport for all ages as 
our three attending staff members also got involved. 
A massive thank you to our Pickleball coaches 
Claire and Barb who taught us the game and shared 
their skills, knowledge, and time with us. Thank you 
to our staff members Mrs Moon, Miss Munford-
Stokes and Mrs Flude for taking the team and to our 
wonderful group of students who participated and 
gave it their all. Shout out to Tommy and Harvey 
who won each of their games meaning they then got 
to battle the coaches in a 2x2 tournament to finish it 
off. 

Well done team! Harvey Beggs, Tommy 
Lawson, Jake MacCarthy, Qtee O’Brien, Max 
Penney, Caleb Pepper, Josh Soady, Reece 
Tawhai and Mia Williams. 

 

 

 

Year 12 Tourism and Careers Trip 

Year 12 students were taken on a local Tourism and 
Careers Trip on Monday 28th March by Mrs Hagerty 
and Mrs Kitchingman.  They visited Kawiti Caves at 
Waiomio and Queenstown Resort College in Paihia.  
Everyone enjoyed the historical element of Kawiti 
Caves, and of course the lovely tour and lunch at 
QRC. 

 

 Swimming Sports 

Bring on Swim Sports Day!!! Friday 1st April! On 
Tuesday we had our best lunchtime turnout with the 
Year 8s bringing in a big group to swim their three 
50m events. Ka pai!! We look forward to the whole 
school being poolside today to share in the fun with 
our individual 25m races followed by our new 
novelty events which are sure to bring in a lot of 
Ngaru and kura team spirit and friendly, fun 
competition on the day. 

 

 


