
The Okaihau Breeze 
2022/Term 2/ Week 9 The Okaihau College Newsletter 1 JULY 2022 

 

Principal’s Panui 
Tena koutou katoa, 

We are almost at the end of the second term and it is 
great to be able to reflect on a term that has been less 
disrupted by things such as rostering home. Although 
many whanau have still been affected by sickness, it 
has been good to the majority of students back at 
school and learning. 

Last Thursday we held our first ever Matariki Assembly 
to celebrate the inaugural Matariki Public Holiday. We 
acknowledged the origins and meanings of the 
different stars in the constellation, acknowledged 
those who had passed away in the last year, and 
celebrated our aspirations for the coming year. Thank 
you to Max Miers, Nicole Moon, and Matua Wiri 
Ruawhare for sharing their stories with all of us. I look 
forward to building on this foundation in years to come. 

One thing that many of our teachers have noticed 
recently, particularly with some of our junior students, 
is the increase of energy drink consumption. Energy 
drinks, as you know, are full of caffeine and sugar, 
neither of which are good for developing brains and 
their learning. The high level of stimulants in these 
drinks makes it difficult for students to concentrate in 
class and is detrimental to their progress. I have had 
reports from teachers about students literally shaking 
in class because of the effects of a large can of energy 
drink. Students will have consumed the equivalent of 
6 cups of coffee and 12 teaspoons of sugar before 
class - is it any wonder that they find it hard to 
concentrate? My plea is for whanau to monitor what 
our students are consuming before school and try to 
remove access to such drinks and also sweets and 
lollies. I realise that students often have their own 
money and can find access at shops close to bus stops 
when whanau aren’t around, but the amounts of sugar 
and caffeine consumed are having a detrimental effect 
on the level of learning possible in classes. Please 
have a conversation with your students about the 
negative effects that energy drinks can have on 
developing brains. We will be removing energy drinks 
from any student who is visibly consuming these 
during school time and disposing of them. 

Congratulations to Felise Sanders who is now a 
Northland Champion for Cross Country. She won the 
Northland Secondary Schools Cross Country 
Championships for her age group on Tuesday this 
week. Well done for your determination and 
perseverance through the event. Also to our Senior Ki 
o Rahi team who won the Matariki Tournament in 
Moerewa last week, going unbeaten through the day. 

Nau reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa 

 

College Calendar 
 Monday 4 - 7 July – Year 13 Auckland Trip 
 Thursday 7 July – Year 9 Trip to Manea 
 Friday 8 July – Last Day of Term 2 
 Monday 25 July – First Day of Term 3 
 Monday 8 August – Year 11 RYDA Programme 
 Thursday 25 August  
 – NCEA Accord Day – Teacher Only Day 
 - Project Pest Control Assessment Day 

Winter and School Uniform 

When the weather is makariri we always have a few 
students who are feeling the cold and expect this to 
be an excuse to wear non-uniform items. This is not 
the case. 

The only jackets and hoodies that can be worn are 
those sold at the Student Centre. Years 7 – 10 
students wear the green junior jacket and Year 11 - 
13 wear the black senior jacket. 

All students may wear smart black trousers or jeans. 

Winter Uniform Extras: 

Thermals: Years 7-10 Students may wear a long-
sleeved black thermal under their polo shirt.  

Years 11 - 13 Students may wear a long-sleeved 
white thermal under their polo shirt. 

Beanies: Green beanie with school logo (these will 
be in stock shortly at the Student Centre) or a plain 
black beanie. 

Scarves: Junior students are allowed to wear bottle 
green or black scarves with their uniform.  Senior 
students may wear black or white scarves with their 
uniform. The Student Centre has black acrylic 
scarves available for $7 each. 

We also need to remind students that they should 
be in the correct uniform on school buses and until 
they arrive home. 

NETBALL 

Coaches: Ann Marie Moon, Carmen Clark, 
Melody Scott 

Upcoming Event: Kerikeri Netball Centre 

Sat 2 July | Okaihau College White (Year 8s) | Court 
4 | 11.15am 

Sat 2 July | Okaihau College Green (Year 7s) | Court 
7 | 11.15am 

  



Matariki Celebrations 

 

It was wonderful to be part of the Okaihau College Matariki Assembly organised to celebrate to inaugural 
Matariki holiday – the first national indigenous public holiday which was held on 24 June.  The assembly 
was facilitated by DP Mabel Davis, however it as run by our awesome tamariki. 

8JD students read speaches about the meanings of the nine stars.  Others paid respect to those who passed 
(Pohutukawa) and shared their aspirations (Hiwa-i-te-Rangi). 

For those who agreed to participate it meant speaking in front of the whole school.  The students showed 
rangatiratanga by being courageous.  Special mention must be given to Max Miers (8JD) and Nicole Moon 
(12LF) for their moving speaches. 

Many staff and students were involved including those who spoke and those who helped decorate the Hall 
for this special occasion. 

Janet Davidson, Pou Herenga Ngaruroa 



Matariki Kī o Rahi Tournament 
'Ka mahuta a Pūanga me Matariki ki te pae, ka mahuta ō tātou tūmanako ki te tau' 

When Pūanga and Matariki rise above the horizon, our aspirations rise to the year ahead. 

Coach: KC Maaka 

Staff: Kristina TeWhata, Blair Campbell, Natasha Flude 

Year 9-13 Senior Team/ Okaihau Pango: Harvey Beggs, Benjamin Clunie, Tommy Lawson, Cody Ott, 
Ashton Paraone, Benjamin Quarrie, Joshua Soady, Haylee Sutherland, Gabrielle Titter and Mia Williams. 

Year 7 and 8 Junior Team / Okaihau Kakariki: Dekoda Brown, Sonny Coe, Ariana Craig, Cooper Hindrup, 
Journee Kopa, Tamihana Loft, Ricci-Lee Marsh, Chevrolet Moon, Caleb Myers, Jett Paraone, Felise 
Sanders and Drift Tapp. 

On Wednesday we took two teams (a senior and junior team) to the Matariki Kī-o-rahi event in Moerewa, 
competing against a number of schools from Te Tai Tokerau. Our tamariki did exceptionally well, especially 
our juniors as it was their first time together competing as a team. Our seniors won the competition and did 
us proud, displaying some amazing skills for this traditional Māori tākaro, sport. 

Thank you to Kristina, Natasha and Blair for their support on the day as well as trainings to date. A huge 
mihi also to KC Maaka from Ngāti Hine Hauora, who has coached our tamariki this taonga for a number of 
years.  It is evident our tuakana have a strength in this sport and fantastic leadership skills because of her 
great leadership in this space. Our tuakana lead the trainings and coaching of our juniors/themselves where 
necessary. 

Tommy Lawson and Cooper Hindrup were our players of the day. Ka nui te mihi. 

Caleb Myers and Cody Ott both displayed sound knowledge of the game and were rewarded with a  
t-shirt/$50 voucher for Mātauranga. He haramai. 

Jett Paraone received an award for his display of whanaungatanga (working well with his team) and Gabrielle 
Titter for her manaakitanga (coaching and leadership of the juniors and seniors). He pai mutunga. 

The event was established to celebrate the Māori new year playing a traditional Māori sport and to also help 
expose our tamariki to competition in the lead up to the Regional competition set to take place on the 23 
September. 

We will continue to have training next Tuesday and look forward to further growing this special sport in our 
kura for the regionals and the years ahead. 

Again, thank you to all those that have helped support this kaupapa. 

 
The Winning Okaihau College Senior Kī-o-Rahi Team 

 



“Ka Kata Ngā Pūriri o Taiamai” 

Good news of the Week  
Week 7 and 8 - Whakarongorua Certificates 

7SM Cooper Hindrup - awesome participation in 
cross country 
Sonny Coe - for being on task and completing work 
in science 
8JD Hayley Vaka and Max Miers for showing 
whanaungatanga during Whanauroa. 
8CP Piata Clarke - for awhi towards others 
Gaia Boserup - Demonstrating Rangatiratanga 
8KP Lane -1st x country,  Tristan - 2nd x country 
Year 8s! 
9KS Bear Hindrup - Excellent effort in Cross 
Country 
Ryan Fatthi - Effort in Cross Country 
Brooke Stewart - Wonderful progress on her Static 
Image. 
10MD Noah - always happy and cheerful in class. 
Shannon - for taking on a sailing trip challenge 
and surviving. 
Ashton Paraone - effort and participation in school 
sports 
Charles Mahia - accepting responsibility and 
taking leadership opportunities. 

11PA William Coleman - Taha Wairua for his 
continued attendance and his excellence in the 3 
v 3 Basketball competition.  
11LR Rangimarie Croft - academic achievement 
and diligence 
Stephen Harris: For endless positivity and 
independence. 
Kirra Tahere: Excellence in English and resilience 
12KK Karen Horrobin - Persevering in her studies 
towards her chosen career. 
12LF Nicole Moon - for her participation in Nga 
Manu Korero 
13PW David Griffin, Whanaungatanga – 
Rangatiratanga 
David Griffin - for stepping forward 
13SB Cody Ott, Aimee Lawson and Kasey 
Stewart for demonstrating Whanaungatanga – 
Rangatiratanga - Taha Wairua with our Ngaru 
group. 
13DF Anthony Leifting - great parent interview. 

Te Whetu o te Wiki – Pou Herenga Award: 

Ngaruroa:  
Liona Whiu, 13SB for demonstrating 
Whanaungatanga - Rangatiratanga - Taha 
Wairua with our Ngaru group. 
Max Miers, 8JD for showing 
Rangatiratanga and giving his speech 
about his grandad at the Matariki 
Assembly. 
Ngarupaewhenua: Mokonuiarangi Te 
Haara-Howard, 10AJ for representing 
Okaihau College at Ngā Manu Kōrero with 
an outstanding kōrero! Ka Rawe! 

Tāku Pēke Kai 

Year nine Food Technology students have 
completed their assessment which involved 
producing a ready-to-go “Tāku Pēke Kai” ( food bag) 
for their whanau. In the past we have invited 
whanau in for a meal but in our Covid times we have 
instead taken the kai directly home. Students 
researched a country of their choice and tested and 
refined a national dish from that country. They then 
photographed step-by-step stages of production to 
produce a visual guide. Meals were pre-prepared for 
quick and convenient assembly at home in a 
recycled bag complete with company logo. The 
feedback from whanau was extremely positive and 
many now have their tamariki lined up to cook that 
particular meal on a regular basis. 

 

Barista Course 

Eleven senior students completed their Barista 
course with Northtec Tutor, Amanda Turner.  The 
course consisted of three days of hands on practice 
followed by assessments last Thursday, 23 June.  
Several staff were treated in their “Café” to a variety 
of styles of coffee which were all hot and delicious 
and much appreciated on a cold day. This earned 
them 9 NCEA credits each.  Well done everyone!  
We look forward to 
more top-quality 
coffees! 

 



NSSSA CROSS COUNTRY 

Coach/Manager: Blair Campbell 
Team Members: Benjamin Clunie, Ariana 

Craig, Max Dryden, Cooper Hindrup, Jayme 
Newton, Qtee O'Brien, Ashton Paraone, Jett 
Paraone, Felise Sanders and Gabrielle Titter. 

On Tuesday a group of 10 students travelled to 
Barge Park in Whangarei to compete in the 
Northland Secondary School Sport Associations 
Cross Country Championships. These students 
gained this opportunity by finishing in the top three 
of our recent school cross country. All 10 students 
represented our kura and themselves with pride. 
The highlights of the day were Jett Paraone finishing 
9th in a hotly contested Year 7 and 8 boys section 
and Felise Sanders who showed great 
determination to produce an outstanding run to win 
the Year 7 and 8 Girls 
section. Well done to all 
of the students that put 
themselves out of their 
comfort zones by 
participating. 

 

 

 

Year 10 Art and DVC Trip 

On Thursday last week the Year 10 Art and DVC 
students attended a guided tour of the new 
Hundertwasser Centre in Whangarei. Students 
learnt about the life of local Artist and Architect 
Hundertwasser, his philosophy and the history of 
the centre - a valuable trip linking to our local 
curriculum. DVC students are currently designing 
and making chess pieces that are influenced by 
Hundertwasser’s design elements and principles. 
The Art students solidified their knowledge of the art 
elements as they were able to identify the art 
elements in Hundertwasser’s architecture and art 
works. 

A special thank you to Mrs Perrin, Mrs Paraone and 
Stephen Harris for their organization and support. 

 

Rotary Youth Driver Awareness 
Programme 

Monday 8 August 2022 

The Year 11s will be doing the Rotary Youth Driver 
Awareness Programme on Monday 8 August.  The 
aim of the programme is to increase an 
understanding of road safety issues (including risk 
factors), educate students about their rights and 
responsibilities on the road and equip them with the 
tools they need to choose behaviours that lead to 
safer outcomes on New Zealand roads. 

  



Bus Behaviour 

The Kaikohe Bus Company, who manage the daily 
running of the bus service, have been dealing with 
a number of students vaping on the buses. This is 
not acceptable and will not be tolerated by the bus 
company or the school. The legal status of vaping in 
schools is prohibited, and the Kaikohe Bus 
Company also prohibits vaping on the buses. 

If a student is identified as vaping on the bus, the 
following process will be followed: 

1. The bus driver will inform the student 
immediately in person when they exit the bus 
that they were seen vaping on the bus and will 
not be allowed to catch the bus the following 
day. 

2. The bus company will then notify the school. 

3. The school will then inform whānau via text, if 
there is no cell phone connected to the students 
home details an email or a phone call will be 
made. 

The message will read: 

ATTENTION - The (Name of bus) bus driver has 
banned (students’ name) from taking the bus, on the 
(date) as s/he was vaping on the bus. PLEASE 
RING the bus company 09 4010193 to discuss this 
further. This needs to be addressed with them, 
before (students’ name) can ride the bus again. 

Whānau are then expected to make contact with the 
bus company and work with them to ensure their 
child can return to using the bus service. 

Another concern has been the use of inappropriate 
language. Please can you remind your child to be 
considerate of the other students on the bus, 
younger and older. 

We will work with the Kaikohe Bus Company to 
ensure the safety of all students on the bus and our 
bus drivers. Please can you remind your child of 
these expectations so there is a clear and common 
understanding about our school expectations. 

If you have any questions, you are welcome to 
contact me at the school via 09 401 9030. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Mrs Delina Tahitahi 
Deputy Principal / Bus Controller 

Wet Days and Buses 

We are often asked if we send buses home early on 
wet days.  Unfortunately, sending buses home early 
is next to impossible. The bus depot, and drivers, 
are based in Kaikohe, and also Okaihau Primary 
School (who share the bus service with us) have to 
phone every single household to ensure that there 
is a parent / caregiver home to meet an early bus.  

Parents and caregivers are in the best position to 
assess whether or not it is safe for their student to 
come to school on a wet day. If it has been raining 
all night, and is still raining in the morning, parents 
or caregivers may wish to keep students at home 
(even if the bus arrives) as we will not be able to 
arrange an early bus if flooding occurs during the 
day. 

Alternatively, if you have concerns about flooding 
during the day, you are always welcome to come 
and collect your child / children from school. If you 
phone ahead, we can have your student waiting for 
you, for quick collection. 

Period Products Dispensers 

We are deligted to share that Okaihau College are 
participating in the Ikura / Manaakitiate whare 
tangata, the period products initiative.  Research 
shows that 77 per cent of students would rather fail 
a subject than have their peers know they have their 
period and approximately one in 12 reported having 
missed school due to lack of access to period 
products.  This hightlights the stigma surrounding 
periods which we hope to change.   

Through the initiative we will also help to:  Reduce 
barriers to access education  Reduce financial 
strain on families to provide products  Improve 
attendance  Increase participation in sporting and 
cultural activities.  The Ministry of Education is 
providing period products (pads and tampons) to 
students to allow them to manage their monthly 
cycle.  We have products available for students to 
pick up and take home, as well as having dispenser 
units in the Student Centre and Main Foyer 
bathrooms. 

For more information on the initiative, please visit: 
Ministry of Education – Ikura initiative. 

 


