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Principal’s Panui 

Tena koutou katoa 

Welcome back to Term 3. I hope you were able to 
enjoy some restful whanau time together despite the 
awful weather we experienced. 

A warm welcome to Miss Danielle Stephens, who has 
joined our Social Studies department, replacing Ms 
Michelle Lawson. Danielle is a past student of Okaihau 
College who has returned to give back to our students. 
We are excited to have her here. 

Term 3 promises to be another busy one. Senior 
students, particularly, should be working hard toward 
their qualification. We have some Level 2 students 
who have already achieved their qualification and are 
embarking on some Level 3 standards - a great 
achievement.  Unfortunately, we also have some 
students who are not achieving their potential thus far. 
When we have gone through these students, the 
common denominator for those who have not 
achieved as well as they could have, is inconsistent 
attendance. 

The message from our teachers is that our students, 
who are not achieving as they should, have the ability 
to be gaining a qualification this year. They need to be 
here more regularly to achieve. Please support our 
students to get to school regularly. There are students 
who are very capable who are narrowing their future 
pathways by not coming to school and gaining the 
qualifications they need to advance. A reminder that 
80% attendance is still an average of one day off a 
week, or one term of missed learning. Over a five-year 
high school career, this equates to one whole year of 
learning missed. This message also applies to junior 
students who need to be creating a solid foundation for 
their academic success. This is difficult to do when 
they are not here for the learning they require. Again, 
please support our students to get to school regularly 
so that they can achieve their potential. We do have 
some initiatives planned for students to help them gain 
their qualification, but they need to be here 
consistently to take advantage of them. 

Yesterday, we had a full school assembly to set the 
tone for the term and reiterate our expectations for 
students. It was great to be able to award some 
certificates that we didn't get time for at the end of last 
term and listen to a wonderful performance from 
Honeyaaliyah Strachan which counted for an NCEA 
music assessment. 

We are looking forward to another successful term. 

Nau reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou 
katoa. 
 

 

College Calendar 
 Tuesday 2 August – Year 10 Waitangi Trip 
 Wednesday 3 August – Mufti Day for Daffodil Day 
 Tuesday 9 August – EXCEL performance 
 Thursday 11 August – Massive Theatre Workshop 
 Monday 22 August – Duffy Assembly 

Formal Reports - The Student and 

Parent Portal is Now Live! 

At Ōkaihau College, we are working hard to ensure 
Whanaungatanga is at the heart of what we do. We 
have been making some changes behind the scenes 
to help whānau stay connected with what is happening 
at school with their ākonga. As such, we have enabled 
and improved the Ōkaihau College student and parent 
portal (okaihau.school.kiwi). We have added a number 
of features which parents and students can log in at 
any time to see. 

Most importantly for now, this includes a change to our 
formal reporting process where student reports are 
now uploaded to the portal once per half year instead 
of the normal process of printing everybody’s reports. 
We are still very happy to print a student report on 
request, please contact the main office to request a 
printed report. 

An email has been sent to the email addresses 
recorded in our school database for each student, 
including two unique emails to those whānau who live 
in separate homes. Please check your email for 
instructions, including log in details, to access the 
Student and Parent Portal. All students have been 
shown how to access this at school so they should be 
able to help whānau as they get started with this 
exciting new tool. 

We hope to continue adding to this facility as time goes 
by to build stronger connections between learners, 
whānau and kura. We hope that whānau access to this 
information will help promote a lot of conversation at 
home about how students are getting on at school. 

Ngā mihi mahana, 
Cameron Flude 
Deputy Principal 

EXCEL Performance 

Tuesday 9 August 
Okaihau College Hall 

The EXCEL School of Performing Arts is coming into 
our kura to give our ākonga a free performance on 
Tuesday 9 August at lunch time in the hall.  Students 
are welcome to come along for the performance. 
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Are you keen to stand  
for our Board? 

Tena koutou katoa 

I have been a BoT member for many years and I have 
always found the role rewarding, interesting and 
challenging at times. A Board of Trustees should 
comprise of members who bring to the table positivity, 
expertise, skills, diversity, loyalty, and commitment to 
education, students, whanau, principal, staff and the 
community it represents. 

Please seriously consider being a BoT member.  Learn 
and work alongside others and enjoy the experience. 
I am not seeking re-election, but I will tautoko, support 
and awhi. If necessary, I will help you ease into the role 
should you be elected. 

Okaihau College needs you. Help govern and make a 
difference. 

No reira, 
kia kaha mo nga mea tika. 

Warm wishes to you all. 

Ang Donaldson 

 

Te Rā Daffodil Fundraiser 
Wednesday 3 August 2022 - Mufti Day 

Okaihau College will be holding a Mufti day next 
Wednesday for our Daffodil Day Fundraiser.  Students 
should bring a gold coin donation if they choose to 
wear mufti.  

The Cancer Society provides free support and 
information, funds lifesaving cancer research and 
advocates health promotion initiatives to reduce the 
risk of cancer for future generations. Cancer Society 
relies on the support from schools like ours to continue 
to provide free accommodation, nursing and 
psychology services for patients and their families. 

Thank you for supporting our Daffodil Day fundraiser! 

Okaihau College  
School Board Elections 

Parent Election Notice 

Nominations are open for the election of five parent 
representatives to the Okaihau College Board of 
Trustees. 

All eligible voters will receive a nomination form. Use 
this form to nominate yourself or someone in your 
community. You will also receive a nomination cover 
letter calling for nominations. Information on who is not 
eligible to be a board member is provided with the 
nomination form. 

If you need more nomination forms, please contact the 
Main Office. 

Nominations close at noon on 3 August 2022. You may 
provide a signed candidate statement and photograph 
with your nomination. 

The electoral roll is held at the school and can be 
viewed during normal school hours. 

As nominations are received, there will be a list of 
candidates’ names kept at the school up until election 
day, which you can view. 

Voting closes at 4.00pm on 7 September 2022. 

Jenny Couchman 
Returning Officer 

Wet Days and Buses 

We are often asked if we send buses home early on 
wet days.  Unfortunately, sending buses home early is 
next to impossible. The bus depot, and drivers, are 
based in Kaikohe, and also Okaihau Primary School 
(who share the bus service with us) have to phone 
every single household to ensure that there is a parent 
/ caregiver home to meet an early bus. 

Parents and caregivers are in the best position to 
assess whether or not it is safe for their student to 
come to school on a wet day. If it has been raining all 
night, and is still raining in the morning, parents or 
caregivers may wish to keep students at home (even 
if the bus arrives) as we will not be able to arrange an 
early bus if flooding occurs during the day. 

Alternatively, if you have concerns about flooding 
during the day, you are always welcome to come and 
collect your child / children from school. If you phone 
ahead, we can have your student waiting for you, for 
quick collection. 

 

 



“Ka Kata Ngā Pūriri o Taiamai” 

Good news of the Week  
Term 2 Week 10 - Whakarongorua Certificates 

7KT Paige Webb - Most improved student in Te 
Reo Māori class. 
7DP Courage Leef and Ihaka Uhi for excellent 
result in Te Reo Māori :) 
8JD Skylah Williams-Tanner and Ella Pearson-
Nicholls for showing rangatiratanga and 
whanaungatanga. 
8CP Gaia Boserup and Hunter Brown - most 
recognitions this term. 
9ML Teziah Kidwell - for making wonderful choices 
in his learning and showing an amazing effort to 
improve his interactions with others:) 
9KS Juztice Kopa and Tawio Philips-Ngaropo both 
for stepping up at Manea. 
10AM Lucas Harris, Grace Sanders and Byron 
Menefy Top 3 attendance for Term 2. 
11PA Freedom Haare - for improvement in all areas 
of school life 

12AC Lucas Tawhai - consistent application of the 
values 

Perapuna Mutu - For Taha Wairua in difficult 
circumstances. 
13SB Joel Harris - demonstrating 
whanaungatanga. 

Te Whetu o te Wiki – Pou Herenga Award: 

Ngaruroa - Byron Menefy, 10AM: for 
whanaungatanga by always helping staff and 
students, for showing rangatiratanga and service to 
the school by managing the crossing in all weathers 
and for having only recognitions and no negative 
entries in Kamar this term. 

Photolife Photos 

Photolife took our Whanau Class photos and 
individual student photos towards the end of last term. 

All parents with listed email addresses have been 
emailed their students' unique order code for photos.  
If you have missed out on receiving your code, please 
email admin@okaihau-college.school.nz and we will 
give you a code. 

All orders will be sent to the school in August for us to 
distribute to students. 

Any other questions about these photos, please ask 
via the same email address. 

Massive Theatre Company 
Workshop 

Thursday 11 August 

The Massive Theatre Company is giving our kura an 
awesome opportunity by coming in and giving a group 
of ākonga a free workshop on Thursday 11 August. If 
you enjoy drama or acting this is for you! There are 
limited spaces available, see Mr Zeedijk to sign up. 

 

Year 9 Manea Visit 

The Year 9 students visited Manea Footprints of Kupe 
in the last week of Term 2 as part of their Social 
Studies Migration Unit. The weather was gloomy and 
average but the singing on the bus was definitely 
above average and set the scene for a wonderful trip. 
While there, students were hosted by the descendents 
of Kupe and learnt about Kupe's voyage to Aotearoa; 
the challenges and the triumphs. It was a multisensory 
Te Ao Maori experience with storytelling and a 4D 
theatre adventure, which helped students to 
appreciate the extraordinary feats of ocean voyaging.  
Students had a fantastic time and were moved to haka 
and waiata. 
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Year 7 DISASTER Board Games 

During Term 2 students in 7SM, 7KT and 7DP were 
learning about natural and cultural disasters both in 
New Zealand and around the World in Social Science. 
Students were later able to select their own disaster to 
investigate in detail.  The main focus was on the 
'cause' and 'effect' of these disasters and ways people 
responded to assist them. Students then designed and 
created a board game to allow others to learn about 
their disaster by having Question and Answer cards, 
and incorporating traps and rewards within their game. 
Effective teamwork and time management skills were 
developed to ensure their board game was completed 
by the end of the term. Unfortunately, we ran out of 
time to play each other's DISASTER board games but 
I am super proud of their accomplishments. 

TOP ACHIEVERS go to: 

7SM: 

 

Devyn Ward - Outstanding work ethic and dedication. 
Always on task and finished off his board game at 
home which was very creative. 

Sienna Beckham and Vivienne Vickers - Excellent 
teamwork, focused on tasks and finished their board 
game at home. A great looking board game.  

Journee Kopa- a 
very industrious, 
independent worker. 
Consistently worked 
hard on all aspects of 
this assignment.  

 

7KT:  

 

Sian Coleman - Excellent leadership and researching 
skills. Always trying to get her team working together 
on the design elements. 

Cruz Rihari - On task and focused on researching 
relevant information. Very creative hand drawn board 
game design. 

 

7DP: 

 

Corrin Barnett and Anna Zou - Excellent team work, 
completed tasks well with lots of information. 

Schnapper Hewson - Selected a challenging WW2 
cultural disaster but persevered and researched 
relevant information. Finished the Q & A cards and 
final design of the board game at home. Very creative 
and impressive effort. 

Miss Lawson

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
Does your child require further support, over and above 
what can be offered at school? 

Would your child benefit from bespoke and nurturing 
learning sessions from a highly experienced teacher 
designed to accelerate learning and boost confidence? 
We would love to help. We are a team of dedicated 
teachers, specialising in English and Maths support, for 
primary, intermediate and college students. Visit 
www.boostyourlearning.co.nz for more information or 
contact Jenny 021 223 3349 to book a free consultation. 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.boostyourlearning.co.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=1w08JW0_QJ7sQwt3xzZ8PyYbK5nPnt4UtSX_oR9tSYY&m=mlff2p7D7RM2-sC5PrGHEWT_glWpfNWcEyf5G1hSUPajx0Gw-vHwqSMM2Xi8J8Ph&s=BLI6yyhPdb8Mj5Lv2hDqvW20d4k1GZdDPypHD4qOA9o&e=

