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Principal’s Panui 
Tēnā koutou katoa, 

It has been a busy week at kura this week. We have 
had visitors such as the Blake Trust, who brought 
some Virtual Reality headsets to school for the 
students to explore the marine environment and 
aspects of sustainability. Also, in the school this week 
was the Life Education Trust mobile classroom. We 
had students out watching “Whina”, playing Kī o Rahi, 
not to mention the group of senior students who all 
gained their Learner Licenses. We also held our 
inaugural Ngaru Kapa Haka challenge in which each 
Ngaru presented a “mini bracket” of waiata and haka. 

Last week, our Kapa Haka roopū Ngā Wheinga a 
Rāhiri, stayed at Motukiore Marae for three nights and 
had a great experience participating in a few different 
activities. They were able to learn more about the hītori 
of the area from one of the kaumātua Matua Reimana. 
They also climbed Whakarongorua and visited Manea 
at Ōpononi. On Saturday night they performed for the 
locals at Motukiore, which was well received. 
Yesterday we had our first open day for two years. This 
was well organised by Whaea Delina and well 
attended by prospective students and their whānau. 
Out of zone applications close on 19 September 2022. 

Over the next two weeks, we will be having two 
opportunities to have whānau in the school. This 
Wednesday, we have our inaugural Visual and 
Performing Arts Showcase on 21 September in the 
hall. Please make time to support our tamariki as they 
perform and display their talents. In Week 10 we also 
have a Project Based Learning (PBL) showcase. This 
is an opportunity for whānau to see the projects that 
their tamariki have worked through. The showcase is 
a chance for students to present what they have 
learned during the course of their project. Again, I 
encourage you to take this opportunity to see what our 
students have achieved. 

Nō reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. 

 

College Calendar 
 Wednesday 21 September   
 - Visual and Performing Arts Showcase 
 Sunday 25 – 27 September - Studio Recording Trip 
 Monday 26 September  
 – Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Day 
 Wednesday 28 September 
 – WaiFencing Assessment Day 
 Friday 30 September 
 - Level 1 Art Folio Due 
 - Level 1 Design Folio Due 
 - Last Day of Term 3 

New long-term strategy for COVID-19 

Tēnā koutou katoa, 

You’ll be aware that New Zealand will move to a new, 
long-term approach to COVID-19. These changes 
have been made based on public health advice and 
reflect high levels of immunity and declining case 
numbers across New Zealand. 

This new approach will only result in minor changes to 
the way we operate. 

The very positive news is that household contacts of a 
person with COVID-19 do not need to isolate, but 
instead are asked to complete a RAT each day, for five 
days. Therefore, ākonga who are household contacts 
but test negative and do not have COVID-19 
symptoms, should continue to attend. It is the best 
place for them to be so they can be engaged in their 
learning, and connected with their teachers, 
classmates and friends. 

Information on how to get RAT kits can be found here: 
Request a RAT– Ministry of Health  

Mask wearing on school transport is no longer required 
and although mask wearing at school is no longer 
required, we have decided to require mask wearing in 
large gatherings at school such as Ngaru and Full 
School Assemblies until the end of the term. We would 
also like students who are, for whatever reason 
coughing and/or sneezing to wear a mask, more as a 
courtesy to others so that illness isn’t spread rather 
than protecting themselves from others. 

All the other recommended public health measures will 
stay in place as we know they reduce the spread of 
infectious illnesses including COVID-19. These 
include ensuring our indoor spaces are well-ventilated, 
maintaining good hand hygiene, encouraging 
everyone to cough or sneeze into elbows and, most 
importantly, staying home and getting tested if they 
have COVID-19 symptoms. 

Thank you for your ongoing support in protecting our 
community. 

Noho ora mai 
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Ngā Wheinga a Rāhiri Noho Marae me te Haerenga ki 
Utatewhanga, Motukiōre me Ōpononi 

Ngā Wheinga a Rāhiri were privileged to stay at one of 
our local marae, Motukiore, from the 8 to the 11 
September. During our visit to the marae, students 
from our kapa haka group were exposed to te reo 
Māori me ona tikanga Māori. They also learnt about 
the local history of our marae and area, further adding 
‘mātauranga Māori’ to their kete of knowledge. 

One of the highlights of the trip was climbing 
Whakarongorua maunga for the very first time since 
we erected our school marae, Whakarongorua. The 
experiences shared during this special kaupapa was 
priceless and our tamariki felt the awe and spirit of the 
land and mountain - I rongo mātou i te ihi me te mana 
o te whenua me te maunga. Thereafter, they visited 
the local Horeke waka tētē (a traditional Māori fishing 
vessel), Kaitoki, and learnt about its inception and 
special role today. Thereafter, we all visited a 
significant kaumatua Steve Taylor at the local wāhi 
tapu, Hairini, to pay homage to him and his daughter 
(Moari Taylor) for their significant mahi to help 
establish our marae and teach our kapa haka group in 
previous years. 

Students had to help with the cleaning of the wharenui, 
wharekai and/or entire marae complex throughout 
their stay at Motukiore marae, further endorsing the 
principle of mahi tahi (working together) and the 
cultural practices of our tūpuna. 

On Saturday, students practiced their kapa haka 
bracket to perform (for the first time in front of an 
audience) to the local Utatewhanga whānau and 
community. The performance was beautiful 
accompanied with a beautiful hākari to thank all the 
whānau for their support. He reka mārika te hākari i 
hora ki mua i te hāpori raka. Kātahi ko te kai ko tērā. 

On Sunday we all cleaned up and farewelled the 
marae and whānau before leaving to travel to Ōpononi 
to visit Manea: Footprints of Kupe (a unique cultural 

encounter, journeying into Te Ao Māori) to learn 
about the history of our tūpuna and their great deeds. 
Despite the visual presentation not being a part of the 
visit due to technical difficulties, students were 
exposed to many important teachings that will be 
forever remembered. Ka nui te ātaahua. 

Lastly, we went to Arai te Uru, one of the kaitiaki of the 
Hokianga harbour, to learn more about our local 
pūrākau (history and stories) relating to the area. 
Ngarunui, Ngaruroa and Ngarupaewhenua were 
therein further consolidated before returning back to 
school and our homes. 

He mihi nui ki a Matua Remana, Matua Wiri, me te 
haukainga o te marae i whāngai atu i te mātauranga 
tuku iho ki a mātou ngā kaiako me ngā taitamariki o tō 
tātou kura. He haramai tētahi āhua. A special thank 
you to our kaumatua Remana Matiu, Matua Wiri and 
the locals for sharing their sacred knowledge with us. 

He mihi nui hoki ki ngā kaiako i tae atu ki te tautoko, 
arā, ki a Matua Wiri rātou ko Matua Adam Jenkins, ko 
Whaea Diane Pivac, ko Whaea Ann-marie, ko Whaea 
Mabel. Thank you to the teachers that supported us 
with driving the vans, cleaning, preparing meals and/or 
being present for the performance. 

Ki te hāpai ō ki muri, ki ngā kuki ki muri, he mihi nui 
mārika mō te tautoko mai. Thank you to all the whānau 
that helped to cook our beautiful meals for us all. Your 
support is always appreciated and we could not have 
done it without you. 

Ki ngā taitamariki o tō tatou rōpū kapa haka he mīharo 
mārika a koutou mahi katoa. E kore e warewaretia ki o 
koutou harikoa, ki o koutou tū rangatira hoki. To our 
children in our cultural group, you made us proud. We 
will never forget witnessing the joy and experiences 
shared with one another. He haramai tētahi āhua! 

Nā Te Puna Māori me Te Kōmiti o Ngā Wheinga a 
Rāhiri 
14 Hepetema 2022 

Whaia ngā tapuwae o rātou mā, 
hei taonga kia pūpiri mō te āke, ake. 

Follow the footsteps of those that paved the way, 
as treasures to hold fast to always. 

  



“Ka Kata Ngā Pūriri o Taiamai” 

Good news of the week 
Whakarongorua Certificates Term 3 Week 7 

9KS  Aaidyn-John Patterson and Jayden 
Pattison both for wonderful Whanaungatanga helping 
a member of 9KS with their poster. 
10MD Katie Graham, Amber Clarke, Shimano 
Wiparata and Matiu Yukich for their work on a video 
for the Waiata. 
12AC Shannon Reihana - whanaungatanga to 
12AC and Ngaruroa. 

 

Te whetū o te wiki – Pou Herenga Award: 

12LF whanau for teaching our roopu the Ngaru 
waiata. 

Okaihau College School Board Election 

Student Election Results Declaration 

Votes: 
Te Rangi Butler 11 
Huia Clarke 53 
Tyler Fraser 10 
Hunter Garrett 29 
Taimania Hickman-Kaka 15 
Kaiya Morrell-Pomare 49 
Evie Wells 12 

I hereby declare Huia Clarke to be duly elected as 
Student Representative. 

Signed:  E Crawford, Returning Officer 

Year 9 Whina Trip 

On Tuesday, the English department took all the Year 
9 classes to the Cathay Cinema in Kerikeri to see the 
film “Whina.” The film follows the life of trailblazing 
Māori leader Dame Whina Cooper, who spent her life 
breaking boundaries, speaking for the rights of Māori, 
and fighting for the land.  Here are some extracts from 
student responses to the film: 

“The scene I found most positive was when Whina full 
on had no shame to walk onto the marae and lift the 
tapu off the marae for her people” 

“The scene I found most infuriating was when Whina’s 
own whānau betrayed her and burned down her 
meeting house because of how much effort was put 
into making it.” 

“I was very inspired by the scene where Whina stood 
up and talked about how the people should be 
organised.” 

“The scene I found the most inspiring was when Whina 
got pushed down and she said, ‘Can’t you help an old 
lady up?’” 

“The scene I found most inspirational is the march from 
the top of Aotearoa down to Wellington because they 
were fighting for 22 million acres of land.” 

“The scene I found the most hilarious was on the mud 
flats when William fell over in the mud because he was 
dressed in his fancy clothes and he got all muddy.” 

Okaihau College 
2023 Enrolment Information 

The board invites applications from parents and 
caregivers who wish to enrol their student at Okaihau 
College next year.  

Enrolment at the school is governed by an enrolment 
scheme, details of which are available from the Main 
Office. Pre-Enrolment Forms have been distributed to 
local primary schools and are also available from the 
Main Office.  

The deadline for receipt of applications for out of zone 
places is Monday 19 September 2022. Parents of 
students who live within the home zone should also 
apply by this date to assist the school to plan 
appropriately for next year. Students who live in the 
home zone are entitled to enrol at the school. The 
school has determined the number of places likely to 
be available for out of zone students next year. This 
is approximately:  
• 6 places at Year 7  

• 18 places at Year 8  

• 18 places at Year 9  

• 7 places at Year 10  

• 10 places at Year 11  

• 10 places at Year 12  

• 10 places at Year 13  

The exact number of places will depend on the number 
of applications received from students who live within 
the school’s home zone. The school operates an 
approved special programme for students with special 
needs and expects that there will be zero places 
available in the programme for out of zone students 
next year.  

Applications from out of zone students will be 
processed in the following order of priority:  
First priority will be given to students who have been 
accepted for enrolment in an approved special 
programme.  
Second priority will be given to applicants who are 
siblings of current students.  
Third priority will be given to applicants who are 
siblings of former students.  
Fourth priority will be given to applicants who are 
children of former students of the school.  
Fifth priority will be given to applicants who are 
children of board employees or a child of a member of 
the board of the school.  
Sixth priority will be given to all other applicants.  

If the number of out-of-zone applications exceeds the 
number of places available, students will be selected 
by ballot (except in the case of special programmes 
where the criteria in the enrolment scheme apply). If a 
ballot is required, it will be held on Friday 23 
September 2022. Parents will be informed in writing 
of the outcome of the ballot within three working days 
of the ballot being held. 

 


