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Principal’s Panui 
Tēnā koutou katoa, 

As we head into the last few weeks of the year, I would 
like to remind our junior students to maintain their 
standards until the holidays. This means that their 
uniform needs to be immaculate, attendance regular, 
and their focus on learning unwavering. There are 
opportunities still available for EOTC and sports trips 
and it would be a shame for students to miss out on 
these due their inability to meet our expectations in 
these areas. Our Year 10 students will need to assume 
some leadership for the students who remain, and I 
look forward to seeing our future leaders step up to the 
mark. 

On the topic of attendance, you may have seen the 
news recently about the state of attendance at school 
in Aotearoa New Zealand and how it compares to 
other countries. We do not come out looking very good 
in that comparison and it has some long-term 
implications for our students and their futures. The 
research is very clear that higher attendance 
correlates with higher levels of achievement. The other 
aspect of this is that higher achievement in terms of 
qualifications, leads to better economic, social, and 
health outcomes in later life. Even as little as two days' 
absence can have a negative effect on student 
achievement. It disrupts the continuity of learning and 
makes it harder for students to build momentum with 
their learning. Please, even at the end of the year, 
when your students are probably saying that it doesn’t 
matter, ensure they are attending - it will make a 
difference to their possible futures. 

Nō reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. 

“Ka Kata Ngā Pūriri o Taiamai” 

Good news of the week 
Whakarongorua Certificates Term 3 Week 5 

7KT Chevrolet Waiomio and Darci-Jude Williams-
Duignan = Rangatiratanga - Taking care of the Year 
6 tamariki during transition. Ka nui te mihi. 
7DP Schnapper Hewson for his effort in English. 
Kyle Bendall for attendance, working hard and 
participating. 
8KP Caleb Myers - Excellent example of pursuing 
school values.  Ātaahua Caleb! 
9KS Mihi Wihongi-Clark and Mafi E O Sekope 
Livai - for leading waiata in assembly 

9BC Lakin Whittaker - Constantly displaying all of 
our school values and having the best attendance in 
9BC. 
10MD Amber Clarke - working successfully in Social 
Studies. 

 

College Calendar 
 Wednesday 30 November - NCEA Accord Day – 

Teacher Only Day 
 Thursday 1 December  - Yr 10 Art and DVC Trip 
 Friday 2 December – PPTA Paid Union Meeting  
 – Buses leave 12.55 pm 
 Tuesday 13 December - Yr 9 and 10 Prizegiving 
 Wednesday 14 December – Yr 7 and 8 Prizegiving 

PPTA Paid Union Meeting 
Friday 2 December 2022 

The school branch of the Post Primary Teachers’ 
Association (PPTA) has advised the school that 
members will not be available to teach on the 
afternoon of Friday 2 December 2022 as they will be 
attending a Ministry of Education approved Paid Union 
Meeting, as they are entitled to do under Section 26 of 
the Employment Relations Act 2000. 

At the meetings members will be discussing and voting 
on issues relating to the negotiation of their collective 
agreements 

Formal classes will finish at 12.40pm and students will 
have their shared kai at 12.40pm as normal.  Following 
shared kai, the buses will leave school at 12.55pm. 

We are aware that this Paid Union Meeting falls within 
the same week as the NCEA Accord Day / Teacher 
Only Day, but this date was out of our control.  We 
apologise for any inconvenience caused and thank 
you in advance for your support around this.  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in 
contact with us. 
 

 

Okaihau College  

2022 Prize-givings 
Parents/Caregivers/Whanau  

All Welcome 

Year 9 and 10 Prizegiving 
1.20pm on  

Tuesday 13 December 2022 

 

Year 7 and 8 Prizegiving 
1.20pm on  

Wednesday 14 December 2022 

All junior students are expected to be in  

perfect school uniform. 
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Year 6 Transition Days 

We had our first Year 6 Transition Day last week on 
Wednesday 16 November and our second day this 
week, Wednesday 23 November.  Our transition days 
were attended by 48 Year 6 ākonga from Ōkaihau, 
Ōhaeawai, Umawera, Kaikohe West and Kaikohe East 
schools over the two days. 

The transition days are about providing an exciting 
learning experience for the ākonga who will attend 
Ōkaihau College in 2023.  Ākonga were able to 
engage with four of the five different learning 
experiences offered.  These sessions were led by our 
staff at Ōkaihau College and the learning experiences 
involved learning from Physical Education, Science, 
Māori Performing Arts, Food Technology and Visual 
Art learning areas. 

There were many mixed emotions on both mornings 
and by the time the children left, they were all feeling 
and discussing their positivity and excitement about 
their learning experiences.  Many of them passed 
comments about how excited they are feeling about 
attending Ōkaihau College in 2023. 

I would like to extend my appreciation to the staff and 
whānau for ensuring that their Year 6 ākonga were 
able to attend these days. We believe that this 
experience provided some comfort and awareness 
about their future learning spaces and their learning 
timetable next year. 

Enjoy the rest of your 2022 school year students of 
Year 6 and have a Merry Christmas. 

Ngā mihi nui 
Deputy Principal 
Delina Tahitahi 

Under 15s Boys’ Rugby  
Tournament @ Kerikeri 

Our newly recruited Under 15 Boys’ Rugby 7s team 
attended a Northland Rugby 7s tournament on 
Tuesday 15 November at Kerikeri rugby fields, 
organised by the Northland Rugby Union.  The 
decision to attend the tournament was a late decision 
and our boys had only started to train, these past three 
weeks.  It was necessary and a good decision that we 
attended the tournament where our boys were 
exposed to the sport in a competitive context and were 
able to experience the sport on a full field against 
established and confident teams from other Northland 
schools. 

The competition was friendly and the talent was 
impressive all round.  The rain was on us for the 
majority of the morning with the sun shining in the 
afternoon.  Our boys warmed up and tackled the 
competition with positive energy and perseverance.  
They played with resilience and an impressive wealth 
of teamwork, especially being a new team, and playing 
their first games. 

Unfortunately, there were no winning games against 
the other teams however the positive energy, 
resilience and teamwork that they all displayed made 
the day worthwhile and an experience that will lead 
them into 2023.  Our intention and goals for both our 
boys’ and girls’ teams is to increase their engagement 
and participation into the Northland rugby atmosphere. 

Special recognition for the day goes to Bear Hindrup 
of 9KS and Luke Soady of 10MD for their outstanding 
skills and fitness, and to all of our young boys who 
played on the field.  Also, a special thank you to 
Whāea Ann and Nicole Moon for their support and 
coaching expertise while managing the wellbeing of 
our rugby teams. 

We are currently in search of coaches for both girls’ 
and boys’ Rugby 7s teams for 2023 and would 
appreciate any communication from you if you can 
help us. Please email delinat@okaihau-

college.school.nz or phone our 
school office and leave a 
message. 

Manager:  Delina Tahitahi 
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